Chapter Nine

Dative Case

You may be getting the idea that Greek is a morphologically complex language, and compared to
English it certainly is. Compared, however, to its own linguistic ancestor, which historical linguists
call Proto-Indo-European (or Indo-European, for short) Greek was quite simple. A grammar book
of Indo-European would include three chapters at this point—one each for three different cases.

1) Indo-European had a case to identify the person fo or for whom an action was taken or for
whom a statement was true. It is called the dative case.

o The king gave gifts to his subjects.

« She baked cookies for the children.

o Itis difficult for a child to lift that sword, but easy for Achilles.
In such statements Indo-European would not have used a word to and for, but would have added
dative endings to the bases of the four italicized nouns in the examples.

2) Indo-European also had a case to identify an object as a tool used to accomplish the action of
the verb. Grammarians call this case the instrumental case.

o She drives the nail with a hammer.

o Colonel Mustard killed him in the library with a revolver.
Indo-European would not have used a word for with, but would merely have put instrumental
endings on the bases of hammer and revolver.

3) Finally, Indo-European had a case to identify something as a place (or time) where something
was located—not a place someone was going to (accusative) or from (genitive). Grammarians call
this case the locative case.

o Colonel Mustard killed him in the library with a revolver.

« The generals met on Tuesday.
Indo-European would not have used a word for in or on, but would merely have put locative
endings on the bases of library and Tuesday.

Study these examples. Make sure you understand how these three different Indo-European case
endings would have turned individual nouns into what we English speakers think of as meaningful
phrases.
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Dative case: Concept

Long before the earliest Greek literature the historic dative, instrumental, and locative cases had
collapsed into a single case, which we grammarians might properly call the Dative-Instrumental-
Locative Case, but which (in a rare show of good taste) we call simply the Dative Case.

The Radical Sense of the Dative Case

Because the dative case arose historically from three Indo-European cases, it has three radical
senses: the to, for sense of the original dative case; the with, by sense of the original instrumental
case; and the in, on, at sense of the original locative case.

Specific uses of the dative case
1) The dative sense of the English word “to.”
o He gives a gift to the child. (Indirect object)
o He tells a story to the child. (Indirect object)
o That man is similar (or kind or fair) to the child. (Dative of Reference)
The dative ending CANNOT be used to mean fo in these senses:
o Herunsto the child. This use conveys a notion of movement from one place to another and
requires €G or TPOG + accusative: into, up to, towards.

2) Greek can state possession with the verb fo be + a dative of the person who possesses the subject.
o A bird is to the child

means something like A bird is available to the child, which effectively means The child has or

possesses a bird. (Dative of Possession)

3) 'The dative sense of the English word “for.”
o She bakes cookies for the child. (Indirect Object or Dative of Advantage)
 He does a favor for the child. (Indirect Object or Dative of Advantage)
o The job is too difficult for the child. (Dative of Reference)
The dative ending CANNOT be used to mean “for” in these senses:
« He has not slept for three days. This sense requires the Accusative of Extent of Time.
o He chased us for three miles. This sense requires the Accusative of Extent of Space or Distance.

4) The instrumental sense of the English words “with” or “by.”
o The Amazon killed the warrior with a sword. (Dative of Means or Instrument)
o They conquered the city by <means of> treachery. (Dative of Means or Instrument)
The dative ending by itself CANNOT be used to mean with or by in the following senses:
« He is working with other people. This sense requires cUv + dative = in codperation with.
« He is going to town with his friend. This sense requires puetd + genitive = in company with.
« He lives in the house by the road. This sense requires mapd + dative = beside.
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5) To answer prepositions (especially those that express fixed location).

BV e aan in, within, among
énti (¢m), é¢’ before vowels)........... (located) on, upon
napd (map’ before vowels)........... (located, not moving) beside

6) You have already learned that a few verbs take what sound to us like direct objects in the
genitive rather than the accusative (e.g., akodw + dvBpwmo/<genitive> = I hear a man). There are
also a few verbs that take their “direct objects” (or so they sound to us) in the dative rather than
the accusative. Vocabularies and lexica indicate that these verbs take dative objects.
The lexical entry for dkolovBéw (I follow), for example, will specify c. dat. pers. which is an
abbreviation of the Latin for with a dative of the person <whom the subject is following>.
So, dkoAovBéw + Baoihrjf/<dative singular> = I am following a king.

Why adjectives take dative endings

Dative nominal adjectives have the same uses and translations as dative nouns.

0 Baothnig didwot dwpa T6/<dative masculine plural> kahd/<dative masculine plural>.
The king gives gifts to the good (people). (indirect object)

As always, the trick to understanding nominal adjectives is to recognize and account for their
gender and number.

Dative attributive and predicative adjectives are put into the dative only to show that they
modify dative nouns. The case ending has no eftect on the translation of the adjective.

Forming datives: Principles

Principle #1: Dative Singulars

« For all nouns and adjectives of all genders, the dative singular marker is 1.

The only new complication you will encounter is that final a/ and o/ of 1*- and 2"-declension
forms lengthen (to n/t and w/1) to distinguish them from the nominative plurals (a/t and o/1). In
modern printed books the tin these dative forms is conventionally printed beneath the lengthened
vowel thus: 1), w. Iotas written in this form are called iota subscripts.

Scribes about a thousand years ago began to write as subscripts iotas that people no longer
pronounced, but which they knew had been pronounced and written centuries earlier. It is as if
English printers were to begin subscripting silent ’s: stor for store. The medieval scribal tradition
of subscripting iotas that had gone silent is still followed by most modern typographers. Iota
subscripts appear only in the following configurations: q, 1), w.
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Principle #2: Dative Plurals

« For all 1¢- and 2"-declension nouns and adjectives the dative plural marker is to1(v).
The only complication is that final a/ of all 1*-declension forms lengthens to n. The initial 1 of the
ending is written as subscript: Qupfjot [60pa/icr(v)].

o For all 3-declension nouns and adjectives the dative plural marker is o1(v).
You should not be surprised to encounter virtually the same complications that you found in the
nominative singular when the ¢ was added. In most forms the complication will be resolved in the same
way. That is, the dative plural will usually be the same as the nominative singular with an 1 added.

Forming datives: Details

Dative Singulars

17-declension nouns: Rows 1-4
The a/ of 1*-declension bases lengthens to n and t is subscripted: mvAfj (tVA&/1).

2".-declension nouns: Rows 5-8
The o/ of 2"-declension bases lengthens to w and t is subscripted: 8e@ (8e6/1).

Most 3"-declension nouns: Rows 8-15
No complications occur in these rows. Just add t/: kOAut [kKOAK/1].

Bases in v¢/: Row 16
Shape-shifting v shifts to e: mehéket [méhexv/1].

Bases in / and £o/: Rows 17 and 18
Intervocalic digamma and sigma disappear, just as you should expect.

Dative Plurals
1*-declension nouns: Rows 1-4
The o/ of the base lengthens, and the initial ( of the ending is subscripted: Bupfjot [BVpa/ton(v)].

24_declension nouns: Rows 5-8
No complications occur: Beoiot [0ed/1o1(v)].

Most 3™-declension nouns: Rows 8-15
The initial sigma of the ending o1(v) produces several problems—just as the ¢ of the nominative
singular did. Almost always the dative plural resolves the problem in the same way it was resolved
in the nominative singular. Nominative singular, maig (maud/g); dative plural, mouoi (aid/ot).
Bases in v/ and p/ display dative plurals that resolve the problematic combinations vo and po
differently than their nominative singulars do:
nominative singular Apalov [Apaldv/c], dative plural Apaléot [Apaiov/on;
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nominative singular pritwp [priTop/c], dative plural pntépot [pntop/ot].

Bases in p/: Row 17
As in the nominative singular forms, the combinations -nf/o and -of/o are pronounced and
spelled -nvo and -ovo: BaciAndoy; Povoi.

Bases in v¢/ and £0/: Rows 16 and 18
Dative plurals for these bases produce forms ending in -eou doteot [dotv?/ot] and Eigeot
[Eipeo/on]. Intervocalic sigma is not lost in forming dative plurals. The Greeks were apparently
determined to retain the entire ending ci—even where linguistic preferences (aversion to po and
intervocalic sigma, for example), might tend to eliminate the o. Think about it: If the sigma were
allowed to disappear (/ou), the dative plural form would be identical to the dative singular (/).

Dative forms of practice nouns

Carefully study the dative forms of the practice nouns, and review the charts from the previous
three cases to refresh your memory.
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(Long a bases)

Row 1 ABnva/ KePald/ paya/
P e =
1 o =
g @
1*-Declension 3 b A
Feminine _-5" 3

i

s: -n [a/1]

T ABnvy

TavTn TH KePai

gxeivn T pwéxn

Pl: -not [&/101]

ot ABnvnot

TavTnoL THol KePalfjol

éxelvnotl TfjoL pdynot

Row 2

kiBapa/

Bvpa/

adwkia/

1*-Declension
Feminine
(Long a bases)

S: -N [Q/l]

tadTn TH KBapn

Pl -not [a/1o1]

tavtnot Tiiot kibapnot

¢keivnot tiol Ovpnot

Row 3

dpaka/

Tpamela/

1*-Declension
Feminine
(Short a bases)

s: -n [a/1]

éxelvn Th apddn

0 Tpanéln

TavTyn TH povon

PL: -not [a/1o1]

¢kelvnol tijoL audénot

Tflot Tpamnélnot

TavTNOL TjoL HoVOT oL
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Row 4

vavta/

otpatiwTa/

veavia/

1%--Declension
Masculine

s: -n [a/1]

éxelvw T® vavtn

TQ OTPATLWOTY

TOUTW TP veavin

PL: -noL [&/101]

¢kelvolol Toiol vavTnol

TOIOL OTPATLWTOL

TovTolol ToloL veavinot

Row 5

0ed/

dovAo/

2m_Declension
Masculine

avBpwmo/

s: -0 [0/1]

ToUTW TQ® Oe®

@ avlpwnw

éxelvy T® SovAw

Pl: -oL0L [0/101]

TovTOLOL TOlOL Beoiol

Tolot avBpamotot

¢kelvolol Toiot Sovlolot

Row 6

0ed/

0080/

27_Declension
Feminine

s: -w [0/1]

tabvtn 11} Oed

gkelvn T 60

Pl: -oL0L [0/101]

tavtnot Tijot Beolot

¢kelvnot tijoL 6doiot

Tfot €é06dotot
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Row 7 dwpo/ oTddio/ npdowmno/
. | »"‘ r”{D & .
2"-Declension s Ees  f
Neuter Ll J
3 i . 3
T ﬁn‘_d—* ot
e NN | SR e
RN s TR il o
s: - [0/1] TOUTW TQ Sdwpw éxelvy 1@ otadiy TQ TPOOCOTW
Pl -otot [0/101] | TovTOLOL TOTOL SWwpotot | ékeivolol Toiot otadiolol|  ToloL TPOCWTOLOL
Row 8 Epwt/ naid/ Spvib/

3<.Declension

Dentals f
(-8/, -/, -681) I
Non-neuter i

[-6,7,0/1] ékelvy 1O EpwTL ToUTW TO T di TadTy Tf dpviOL
Pl [-0,7,6/01] | éxelvolol Toiol Epwot | TovTOLOL TOlOL TTALG{ TavTnotL THot 8pvioL

Row 9 owpat/ ypaupat/ dyaipat/
e
A

3"_Declension

Dentals
(-pat/)
Neuter

Q
Al

T1PON

O ypdppatt

ke

gkelvw @ dydipatt
¢kelvolol Toiot dydApact

[-pat/i]

TOUTW T® G(bpom

Toiol ypdupaot

TOUTOLOL TOTOL CWHATL

PL: [pat/ot]
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Row 10

KOALK/

oplyy/

3rd.Declension
Palatals

(-x/, -y/5 -x/)

——

s: [-16,y,x/1]

TavTn TH KOAWKL

éxelvn T oQuyyi

T Tpixi

pL: &t [-x,Y,X/01]

Tavtnot Tijot kOAEL

ékelvnot toL oLyl

ot Opi&i

Row 11

KOKAwT/

yomn/

xépvip/

3rd.Declension
Labials

(-n/, -B/, -9/)

%

." e
]

s: [-,B,9/1]

TQO KOKAWTIL

ToUTW T® yumi

gxeivn Th xépvipt

p: yu [-1,B,¢/01]

Tolot KOKAWYL

TOVTOLOL TOTOL yu i

éxelvnot Thot xépvuyt

Row 12 pntop/ untep/ mop/
ﬁh” i - .
31-Declension i A k\
-p/ 7! ."ﬁ MUANARY |
ﬁ_;ﬁa',-'r, o\ i
7 ' 1 b
o — |
i S 7
s [-p/i] éxelvw TO priTopt éxeivn T untpl ToUTW TQ TVpl
Pl: [-p/ot] éxeivolol Toiol pritopot| ékelvnol oL untpdot | TovTOLOL TOlOL TVPOL
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Row 13

Apév/

3"d-Declension

-v/
s [-v/1] i) Apagovi gkelvw T@ Apéve TOOTW TQ PpLvi
PL: [-v/0o1] Tfjot Apaldot ¢kelvolot tolot Aipéot | TovTOLOL TOIOL PLoi
Row 14 yépovt/ eENépavt/ npénovt/

3<.Declension
-vt/

€ /5

ATK

R -

1%

g

s: [-vt/i]

éxelvw T® yépovTl

TOUTW TO ENépavTt

TO TPEMOVTL

P: -ovot[-ov'1/o1]
-aot[-avt/ol]

ékelvolol Toiol yépovoal

ToVTOLOL TOIOL ENEéPaat

Toiol MpEmovolL

Row 15

dxpomolt/

Baou/

3"d_-Declension

Syi/

-t/ ; E
-
L
"
i
s [-u/1] Tf] AKpOTIOALL tadTy T fdou gxelvn TR Oyu
PL: [-1/01] Tfjot dxpomodAiot Tavtnol Tijot fdotot éxelvnot Thot dyiot
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Row 16

véKv/

ntélexvd/

3"d.Declension
-v/, -v¥/

Y

S: vt, e1f-v, vE/1]

TOUTW TQ VEKULL

T® mélekel

ékelve 1@ dotel

PL: [-v/01, V¥ o]

TOVTOLOL TOTOL VEKVOL

TOi0L TeEAéKEDL

¢keivolol Toiol doTeot

Row 17

BaotAnF/

viF/

3rd.Declension
Digamma

_F/

& r

|
1

s: [-nF/1,-0F/1]

@ PaotAijt

éxelvn Tf vni

¢xelvew 1@ Pot

PL: [-1fF*/01]

toiot paciAndot

éxelvnol Thot vnuot

[-oF*/o1] ¢xeivolol Toiot fovoi
Row 18 Twkpateo/ Tpipeo/ Eipea/
1'-
Y -;..
3m-Declension
-eo/ i s
% 1 '
i ! . |
"\ )
s:-el [-e0/1] T® ZwkpdTel TavTn TR TPUYPEL T00TW T® Eigel

Pl -€01 [-£0/01]

Toiol ZwKpATEDL

TavTNOL ToL TPLPEDL

TovToLoL Tolot &igeot
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What now?

Work carefully through all the dative forms, making sure you understand the processes that oc-
cur and making lists of questions to ask your study group or your teacher. Learning the dative
forms must include reviewing the other cases. Remember that you are trying to come to the point
that you see the relatively simple patterns that have shaped the entire Greek noun (and adjective)
system.

One thing to note in the process of review is that the endings of neuter nouns and adjectives
are different from those of non-neuters in the nominative and accusative, but not in the genitive
and dative.
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