Chapter Five
Adjectives

You must be anxious to learn some verbs so that you can begin to read complete sentences. We'll
do that in the next chapter, but first I want to spend a bit more time on nouns. I think that this is
a good point to show you how Greek describes nouns, i.e., how its adjectives work.

Adjective Case: Concept

» «

Adjectives are words that assert some quality or quantity about nouns. They tell “what kind,” “how
big,” “how many,” etc. Examples in English include “tall;” “cruel,” “huge,” and “seven.” You have
already encountered the adjectives “the,” “this,” and “that” As you have already observed from
these three adjectives, each Greek adjective must agree with (match in gender, number, and case)
the noun it describes. In principle then, every Greek adjective must have thirty forms by which it
can “agree with” nouns in three different genders and five different cases, each with singular and
plural forms.

Since Greek contains hundreds of adjectives, this proliferation of forms could become
unmanageable were it not for the fact that virtually all the hundreds of individual adjectives follow
a handful of morphological (i.e., form) patterns—just as nouns do. In this chapter I will introduce
you to the five main patterns of adjective declension by teaching you one pattern adjective for
each type. You will need to memorize the three (masculine, feminine, neuter) nominative singular
forms of each of the five pattern adjectives. You should sit down and memorize these fifteen forms
in the next five minutes. I'll bet you won't find that a difficult task.

Ready? Here they are:
1) kalog, kalr, kaAdv (good, beautiful)
2) &Bdvatog, d0davaroc, dBavatov (immortal, deathless)
3) &An0ng, AAnbng, aAnbég (true, real)
4) kaAliov, kaliov, kdAov (better, more beautiful)
5) 10V, ndein, N80 (pleasant, sweet)



Note the following:

o The three forms listed for each pattern adjective are the three nominative singular forms:
masculine, feminine, neuter.

« For some of these pattern adjectives (#2, 3, 4) exactly the same form is used to describe both
masculine and feminine nouns. In the interests of a clear introduction I have shown you all 3
nominative singulars of each adjective even for patterns which actually have only 2 different
forms. In the future, though, I will refer to adjectives by their lexical forms, i.e., the form by which
they are listed in Greek lexica. (Lexicon=dictionary. Plural: lexica or lexicons.) Lexical entries list
only the distinct nominative singular forms of adjectives. So, for example, the lexicon lists our
Type 2 paradigm as d0dvatog, a8dvatov or (in abbreviated form) as aBavatog, ov.

Forming Adjectives: Principles

So, now you'll need to learn how to form the nominative and genitive forms (both singular and plural)
of the five pattern adjectives. Are you ready? Butt positioned firmly in chair? ... Well done! That
didn’t take long at all, did it? The fact is, you already know how to decline all of these adjectives.

1) How to decline kaAdq, 1, 6v (kaddg, kadij, KaA6v)
o The masculine kal6¢ (kald/c) declines just like &vBpwmog (&vBpwmo/c). It is a 2"-declension
masculine adjective.
o The feminine kalr} (kald/e) declines just like ABrivn (ABriva/e). Itis a 1-declension feminine
adjective (long alpha).
o The neuter kah6v (kahd/v) declines just like S@pov (Swpo/v). It is a 2"-declension neuter
adjective.

Take a minute to be sure you get the point. Write out the four forms of &vOpwmog that you know, and
beside them, the four forms of kaAd¢. Then do the same with ABrjvn and kalr}, S@pov and kaAov.

2) How to decline &0é&vatog, ov (é0dvatog, afdvatov)
o aBd&vatog (40&vato/c) declines just like GvBpwmog (&vBpwmo/s) and 686¢ (666/). It is 2™-
declension masculine or feminine adjective.
o dB&vatov (&dBavato/v) declines just like dwpov (8dpo/v). It is a 2"d-declension neuter
adjective.

3) How to decline &An0ijg, e¢ (éAnOr¢, aAndé
o aAnOng (&AnB£o/c) declines just like Zwkpdtng (Xwkpateo/s) and tpiipng (tppeo/c). It is a
3-declension masculine or feminine adjective.
o aAn0ég (dAnBéo/e) declines just like TéNog (TéAe°¢/0) except that (as you can see) its nominative
singular does not become o-grade. It is a 3"-declension neuter adjective.
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4) How to decline kaAliwv, ov (kaAdiwv, k&AAiov)
o kaAAiwv (kdA\ov/c) declines just like Apalov (Apaldv/c). It is a 3-declension masculine or
feminine adjective.
o kGA\ov (kdAov/e) declines just as you should expect 3-declension neuter nouns of this
type to decline if there were any: it adds o to the base in the nominative singular (leaving the
final syllable short) and a in the nominative plural. It is a 3"-declension neuter adjective.

5) How to decline 1180, i, ¥ (1180, 1j0¢ein, 1jdv.)
o 11006 (80¢/g) declines just like méhekvg (méhekve/g). It is a 3*-declension masculine adjective.
« 10ein (nd¢eia/o) declines just like adwkin (adwkia/e). It is a 1*-declension feminine adjective.
« 1180 (76V¢/0) declines just like dotv (&oTve/0). It is a 3"-declension neuter adjective.

Note that the masculines and neuter bases of all -vg, -&in, -v adjectives end in the v* that is shape-
shifting.

Forming adjectives: Details

I include a chart of the four forms of these adjectives to make clear that they decline (make their
forms) virtually identically to their noun counterparts. These charts will do you no good if you
ignore them or if (on the other extreme) you simply memorize them as if they were new data.
The correct way to use these charts is to consider what each form should be and confirm that it
is. That is, for each base ask yourself, “For a base of this type, what is the proper case ending for
this gender, case and number? And, should any complications arise from putting that case ending
on this base?” You will discover that almost every adjective form is precisely as you would have
anticipated based on your knowledge of noun forms. I have boldfaced the few forms that differ
from their counterparts in the noun system. I will explain those forms at the end of this section.

Type 1 (-og, -1, -ov) Adjectives

Masculine Feminine Neuter
Koo/ KaA&/ Koo/
Nom. Sing. KaAOg [kad/g] KA1 [kahd/o] KaAGV [kaAd/v]
Nom. PL Kaoi [kal6/1] kahai [kald/i] KaAd [kaho/a]
Gen. Sing. KaAoD [kaAo/v] KaAfiG [kaAd/c] KaAoD [KaAd/v]
Gen. PL KaA@V [KaA6/wv] KAA@V [KaAd/ wv] KAA@V [KaAb/wv]
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Type 2 (-0, -ov) Adjectives

Masculine Feminine Neuter
aBavato/ aBavato/ aBavato/
Nom. Sing. aBdavatog [d04&vato/g] abavatov [40d4vato/v]
Nom. PL dBdavatot [aB4&vato/i] dBdavata [d0avato/a]
Gen. Sing. dBavdrov [a0dvato/v] dBavdrov [40dvato/v]
Gen. PL dBavdtwv [dBdvato/wv] dBavdtwv [dBdvato/wv]
Type 3 (-5, -&6) Adjectives
Masculine Feminine Neuter
dAn6éo/ dAnbéo/ dAnbéo/
Nom. Sing. 4An01¢ [aAnO£o/c] aAn0£¢ [aAnOéo/o]
Nom. PL dAnbéeg [aAn0éa/eq] aAnBéa [aAnBéo/a]
Gen. Sing. 4An0€og [dAn0éa/og] &An0€og [dAn0éo/og]
Gen. PL. dAn0éwv [aAnBéo/wv] dAn0éwv [aAn0éo/wv]
Type 4 (-wv, -ov) Adjectives
Masculine Feminine Neuter
KaAALov/ KaAALov/ KaAALov/
Nom. Sing. KaAAiwv [kaAXiov/g] kdAAov [kaAAiov/o]
Nom. PL KaAAioveg [kaAAiov/eg] kaAAiova [kaAAiov/a]
Gen. Sing. KaAAiovog [kaAAiov/og] KaAAiovog [kaAAiov/og]
Gen. PL. KAAALOVWV [KaAAiov/wV] KaAAbvwv [kKaAAiov/wv]
Type 5 (-vg, &in -v) Adjectives
Masculine Feminine Neuter
17160/ fdeia/ 160¢/
Nom. Sing. 1160¢ [116V/¢] 10¢ein [0¢eia/o] 16V [110V/0]
Nom. PL. 110¢eg [1100%/€g] foeiau [deia/t] f6éa [0/ a]
Gen. Sing. 116€0¢ [180/0¢] 10eing [deia/q] 16€0¢ [180/0¢]
Gen. PL H6éwv [0V wv] deidv [1deio/wv] H6éwv [0V wv]
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As you see, few adjective forms vary from their analogous noun forms—and that in minor ways.

« The genitive plurals of feminine adjectives of the 1% declension, almost always contract (run
together) from éwv to ®v. That does not occur in nouns. So, although you might anticipate
the feminine genitive kaAéwv [kala‘/wv], the form actually appears as kaA@v [kaha/wv].
Similarly, adjectives like [0ei0*/wv] almost always contract to forms like /det@v [fdeta’/wv].
Nouns don't.

« The neuter nominative singular of adjectives with bases like aAn6éo/ differs from neuter
nominative singular nouns with similar bases in that the adjectives do not experience vowel
gradation. The noun form is téA\og (té\c°0/0). The adjective form is &An0ég (4Anbéo/a).

How to translate Greek adjectives: Principles

1) Adjectives are often used simply to describe nouns. Grammarians speak of this as the attributive
use of the adjective. If the noun is specified by a definite article, the definite article must immediately
precede the adjective.

00¢0G PactAndg = a wise king
BactAndg copdg = a wise king
0 00946 PpactAnds = the wise king

0 BaotAndg 6 copdg the wise king (literally: the king, the wise one)

2) An adjective can be used to make a predication (an assertion)—even without using a verb.
The assertion is implied when the definite article does not immediately precede the adjective.
Grammarians speak of this use as the predicative use of the adjective.

00966 0 pactAndg = The king is wise (literally: Wise ... the king!)

0 Baokndg copds = The king is wise (literally: The king ... wise!)

3 ) Often adjectives accompanied by definite articles do not describe any noun actually present in
the context. When you find an adjective accompanied by a definite article, but you cannot find any
noun that the adjective agrees with and describes, pay close attention to the gender and number of
the definite article. Then supply the appropriate notion in English—usually as follows:

If the article is masculine, infer “man” (singular), “men” or “people” (plural).

If the article is feminine, infer “woman” (singular), “women” (plural).

If the article is neuter, infer “thing” (singular), “things” (plural).

Grammarians call this the nominal (noun-ish) use of the adjective: The adjective essentially
functions as a noun. We can do the same thing in English: “Only the good <people> die young”

Here are some examples of nominal adjectives. Make sure you understand them.
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TA0V010G, 1), OV rich V€06, 1, OV new, young
O TAOVO10G the rich man O véog the young man
oi mhovotot  the rich men or people | oi véol the young men (the youths)
1) Thovain the rich woman 1 vén the young woman
ai mAovolaw  the rich women ai véat the young women
10 mhovotov  the rich thing 0 véov  the new thing
Td TAovola the rich things (riches) Td Véa the new things (recent events, the news)

Semantic range

Words seldom refer to a single unambiguous notion. In English, for example, the word bank can
refer either to a place where money is kept or to the side of a river. The word good can mean tasty
(as in “a good meal”) or well-built (as in “a good car”). The range of notions to which any given
word can refer is called its semantic range. Some words (like nitrogen) have very narrow semantic
ranges. Others (like get, cool, good, etc.) have very broad semantic ranges.

Similarly, the semantic range of some Greek words is narrow; that of others is broad. You will
need to accustom yourself to the fact that translation of Greek is not mere mechanical replacement
of a Greek word with a single English equivalent. When you begin to use a Greek lexicon, you
will usually find various possible English renderings of the Greek word. These English words are
intended to suggest the semantic range of the word to you rather than to give you the English
translation of the word. As a translator, you must ultimately rely on your own trained intellect to
understand specific semantic notions in specific contexts.

For example, Greeks speak of both kings and cups as kahdg, kan, kahdv (good, beautiful).
If they speak of 1] kar| kOAE T0D kaloDd Bactifjog, they probably have in mind the thought we
would express as “The beautiful cup of the good king” rather than “The good cup of the beautiful
king” As your Greek vocabulary grows, you should remain sensitive to the matter of semantic
range and attempt to express the thought represented in Greek with the best English word you can
find. Don’t be slavishly bound to a single English word.

How to translate Greek adjectives: Details

1) Before you can understand a Greek adjective, you need to know its lexical form and semantic
range. The lexical form gives you the information necessary to understand the form of the word.
The semantic range gives you the information necessary to understand the meaning of the word. If
you don’'t know one or the other of these things, you will need to look the word up in a lexicon.
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2) Once you know the lexical form of the adjective, you can use morphological analysis to
identify its base. Then you can analyze the specific form in the sentence you are reading and identify
its gender, case, and number.

3) Identify the noun the adjective describes. What noun in the phrase has a form with the
same gender, case, and number as the adjective? That is (almost certainly) the noun the adjective
describes. If the adjective does not agree with any noun in the phrase, a definite article will
accompany the adjective. Interpret the article + adjective as a nominal adjective.

Tip: One simple way to discipline yourself to get agreement of adjectives right is to draw a line from
every adjective to the noun you think it modifies and then to confirm that both items have the same
gender, case, and number.

4) Consciously decide the use of the adjective. Is it attributive, predicative, or nominal?

5) Keeping all these matters in mind, translate the sentence. Be sure that your translation is
clear and makes sense.

What now?

« After you have carefully worked your way through each of the paradigm adjectives, making
sure that you can properly construct all twelve forms of all five adjectives, practice using these
adjectives with the nouns you know. Make up simple phrases that contain both nominatives
and genitives, and write them in Greek. E.g., “the beautiful horses of the immortal gods”; “the
sweet punishment of the very good (“better”) boy”; “the better of the true kings”; the beautiful
hair (Greek uses the plural “hairs” to mean “a head of hair”) of the sweet mother” At this
point it doesn’t matter if the phrases are somewhat nonsensical. A few minutes of writing silly
phrases won't do any harm, and if you learn to understand how adjectives agree with their

nouns, you will have made significant progress towards your goal of reading real Greek texts.

« Using the adjectives that you know, write several phrases each that illustrate the three uses
(attributive, predicative, nominal) of Greek adjectives.
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