Chapter Four

Genitive Case

Case Endings: Concept

This chapter will begin a process of stretching your conception of how languages work with nouns
to produce somewhat larger semantic chunks (i.e., chunks of meaning or thought). In English this
task is accomplished by word order and by using additional words to build phrases. I'll talk about
word order in a subsequent chapter. For now, let’s consider phrases.

Consider the English word “Homer.” It calls to mind a certain person but doesn’t tell us anything
more precise than that image. We can use a few simple words, though, to produce some rather
more precise thoughts: “from Homer,” “for Homer,” “Hey, Homer!” In English, adding meanings
like these requires that we use additional words.

Imagine, though, a different kind of noun system in which ideas like these were communicated
not by using an additional word, but by altering the form of the noun. Imagine, for example, that
English had an ending, which when added to a noun meant “belonging to” whoever the noun
was. We might schematize such a structure as follows:

The girl/singular possessive ending means “belonging to the girl”;

The girl/plural possessive ending means “belonging to the girls”
English does, in fact, have endings of this sort—the ’s and s’. In explaining our possessive endings
(singular and plural) to a foreigner, we might write

The boy’s = the boy/belonging to <singular> = belonging to the boy.

The boys” = the boy/belonging to <plural> = belonging to the boys.
Greek has several different endings that are structurally analogous to the English possessive
endings. You have already learned the endings that mean <subject of sentence>. For example,

naig [maid/g], the boy/subject of sentence <singular> and
naideq [maid/eq], the boy/subject of sentence <plural>.

Those endings are called nominative case endings, and a noun form that contains nominative case
endings is said to be in the nominative case.

A noun case ending, then, is a sound that adds to a base an indication of how the noun functions
in its sentence. Every Greek noun is “in” some case, i.e., contains a case marker. For the purpose of
analysis (and only for this purpose), we will often show nouns merely as bases, but in the actual Greek
language there is no such thing as a noun that is just a base. Every noun consists of base + case ending.
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Genitive Case: Concept

In this chapter you will learn how to put nouns “in” the genitive case. Adding genitive endings to
a Greek noun has a semantic effect similar to adding possessive endings to English nouns.

Though we call the English forms “possessives,” they indicate far more than just “belonging to.”
When we say “Homer’s Iliad,” we don’t mean the “Iliad that Homer owned,” but the one that he
composed. When we speak of “John Kennedy’s assassination,” we do not mean the assassination
that he owned, but the one that happened to him.

In a similar way, the genitive endings that you will learn in this chapter can add the meaning of
“belonging to <singular or plural>” to a noun, but they can also add several other notions. One way
to conceptualize the structure and meaning of the genitive in Greek is as follows.

boy/genitive singular ending = boy <of> = “of (the) boy”
boy/genitive plural ending = boys <of> = “of (the) boys”

What the genitive of means
Of can have any of the following senses:

1. Possession. “The palace of the king” means “the palace the king owns.”

2. Place of origin or residence. “Richard of England” means Richard, “who comes from or resides
in England”

3. Patronymic: “Jesus of Joseph” means “Jesus the son of Joseph.
4. Composition: A “rod of iron” is a rod “made of iron”

5. Genitive of the whole: The whole to which a part belongs. A piece of pie; one of the students;
some of the people.

6. Subjective and Objective: Either the subject or the object of certain nouns indicating actions.
“The hatred of the criminal” may mean either “the hatred which the criminal feels for others”
(subjective) or “the hatred which other people feel for the criminal” (objective).

7. Time during which: There is an archaic English usage which parallels the use of the genitive in
Greek time phrases. “I like to walk through the woods of a spring morning” meant “during that
kind of time which spring mornings are”

The Radical (=root) Sense of the Genitive Case.

All these uses of the genitive case arise from a radical notion of “from”—in the sense of separation
or origin. That is why so many of the uses of the genitive can be translated with the English “of;”
which also suggests origin. It is also why the genitive marker felt right for using with prepositions
that mean things like “out of” and “away from.”
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Genitive nouns are used to answer many prepositions

Prepositions are strange little words. They are very like adverbs in that they usually tell where
(English prepositions of this sort include on, in, to, from, under, over) or when (before, after). They
differ from adverbs, however, in that the preposition (unlike the adverb) cannot stand alone. We
cannot say merely, “He is walking from.” The very use of the preposition from solicits the question,
“From where?” “He is walking from town,” we must say, or “from school” or “from his friend’s
house” Prepositions must be answered by a noun. Indeed, they are called pre-positions because
they are always positioned in front of a noun. To say “They come from the city” in Greek you
will need to use the preposition ané and complete the phrase with m6Al/ or dotv/ + the genitive
singular ending. To say “they come from the cities” you will need to use @né and complete the
phrase with oA/ or dotv?/ + the genitive plural ending. When genitives answer prepositions, do
not translate the genitive ending as ‘of” Instead, read them as “answering” the implicit question
suggested by the preposition: “from where?”; “from Athens” (Grammarians often call the noun
that “answers” the preposition the object of the preposition.)

Prepositions answered by a genitive noun

These phrases all consist of a preposition “answered” by a genitive noun. I'll explain the forms
later. For now, simply learn the prepositions, note that they are answered by genitive nouns, and
understand how they are translated.

¢k (¢€ before vowels) = out of.
¢k TiG OAoG or £§ doTteog= out of the city.
(Greek often omitted the from prepositional phrases, though English has no such custom.)
ané (an’ or 4’ before vowels) = from.
amo Tov ABnvéwv = from the Athens; d¢@’ 6500 = from the road
814 (8¢ before vowels )= through, by means of.
Sua g VARG = through the gate; 61” ¢0680ov = through the entrance

niepi = about, around.
nepi TG pdxng = about the battle

Analyzing Genitives: Principles

It’s time to learn the genitive endings and in the process enjoy the benefits of having learned bases
and categories (rows and genders). If you have really learned the information in Chapter Three,
you can learn to form virtually all Greek genitives in about five minutes.

As you see below, there are three genitive singular endings and only one genitive plural ending.
Though neuter nouns take special endings in the nominative case, they do not in the genitive.
Neuters and non-neuters have the same genitive endings.
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Principle #1: Genitive Singulars
a. 1*-Declension (a/) Feminines: The genitive singular marker is g.
b. 1*-Declension Masculines and all 2"-Declensions (o/): The genitive singular marker is
(effectively) v.
c. All 3rd-Declensions: The genitive singular marker is og.

Principle #2: Genitive Plurals
All: The genitive plural marker is wv.

It should take you less than five minutes to think through what these principles mean and to
memorize them.

Analyzing Genitives: Details

Now we’ll work through each row of pattern nouns, comparing the relevant principle to the actual
forms in the charts that follow, observing whether any complications occur when the principle is
implemented on a specific kind of base. Don't just read this section. Study it, constantly referring to
the charts that follow to make sure you really understand how each of the 54 genitives is formed.

Principle #1: Genitive Singulars

Principle #1a: Genitive Singulars of 1% Declension Feminines add ¢

Rows 1 and 2: Feminines with bases ending in long a/: The a lengthens to n (just as it did in the
nominative singular).

Row 3: Feminines with bases ending in short a/: The a lengthens to n (though it did not lengthen
in the nominative singular).

Principle #1b: Genitive Singulars of 1¢-Declension Masculines and all 2*?-Declension Nouns add v.

Row 4: Masculines of the 1* declension.

If these nouns made their genitive singular as other 1%-declension nouns do, their genitive
singulars would be identical to their nominative singulars: e.g., vavtng [vavta/g]. To avoid such
ambiguity of form and meaning, Greeks simply borrowed the final o/v sound of 2™-declension
genitives, adding the v ending and effectively replacing the final a of the 1*-declension base with
the o of the 2™ declension: e.g., vavtov [vavta®/v]. This borrowing of the o-sound explains why
genitive singulars of these nouns end in o/v, not a/v.

Rows 5-7: All 2"-declension nouns.

In fact, the original genitive singulars of 2"-declension nouns was -o/10. In time this form shortened
to o/0, and by the time most classical texts were written, the form had further condensed to o/v.
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Principle #1c: Genitive Singulars of all 3"*-Declension Nouns add oc.

Rows 8-15: bases ending in dentals, palatals, gutturals, v, p, and ..
The rule applies without complication to virtually all nouns in these categories.

You will observe a couple of minor complications in Row 12 (-p/). They result from factors other
than simply adding the case ending to the base. A very few bases that end in -p/ shifted their accent to
the last syllable in the genitive singular (and some other forms). For example, pntep/o¢ from the base
urtep/. The shift of accent, along with the rolled p de-emphasized the € so much that it was ultimately
lost altogether: untpdg [pntep/66]. Try pronouncing the form with the de-emphasized ¢, and you will
see how natural its loss was. Grammarians say that the € was lost by syncopation (“pruning”).

Rows 16-18: bases ending in v, F, and &g

These words all experience some change of base in forming their genitive singulars. The good
news is that the change is exactly the same as the one you encountered in their nominative plurals.
So, to form their genitive singulars, begin with the nominative plural, remove the nominative
plural ending &6 (non-neuter) or a (neuter) and replace it with the genitive singular ending og.
For example, to form the genitive singular of the base faciAnf/, just remember the nominative
plural Bactiijeg (Baothnf/eg), remove the case ending €6 from the actual nominative plural form
(not the analysis), and append the genitive ending: faciAijog [Bacthjf/og]. Be sure to understand
that this shortcut works because the same linguistic principles operative in the nominative plurals
are at work in the genitive singular. In digamma-base nouns (Row 17), for example, the genitive
ending, like the nominative plural ending, begins with a vowel, causing the digamma of the base
to be lost without a trace because it was between vowels (intervocalic).

Principle #2: All Genitive Plurals: add wv

Rows 1-4: All 19-declension nouns. The final a of the base changes to €. So, these genitive plurals
end in -é/wv [&‘/wv]. So, for example, TUAéwv [TLAG/wV].

Rows 5-8: All 2"-declension nouns. The final o of the base disappears when the ending is added
[-0/wv]: avBpdTwy [GvOpwro/wv]; dwpwv [§dpo/wv].

Rows 9-15: All 3-declension nouns except those in v, f, and eo. The ending /wv is added without
complication to nouns in these categories. In Row 10 the base Opty/ is affected by Grassmann’s
Law, just as it is in the nominative plural.

Rows 16-18: 3"-declension nouns in v, f, and €o. These words all experience some change of base
in forming their genitive plurals. As in the genitive singular, the change is exactly the same as what
you encountered in their nominative plurals (and genitive singulars). So, to form their genitive
plurals, begin with the nominative plural, remove the nominative plural ending &g or a, and
replace it with the genitive plural ending wv: Baciliieg [Pacthnf/eg]; pactafwv [Bacidrif/wv]. The
same linguistic principles at work in the nominative plural are also operative in the genitive plurals.
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Genitive Forms of Practice Nouns

The charts that follow show the genitive singular and plural forms of all the practice nouns. Make
sure that you learn to recognize the two parts of each noun form: base and genitive (singular or
plural) case ending.

As you can see, all forms of the definite article (the) and the demonstrative adjectives (this and
that) follow the pattern of 1*- and 2"-declension nouns. These words are very common. Make
sure you understand them.

Understand clearly that the words this, that, and the must be in the same gender, case, and number
as the noun they modify. That is, they must must agree (in gender, case, and number) with the
noun they describe.
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Row 1 Abrva/ KeQahd/ péxa/
. " o
el
1*-Declension J -'-_' W
Feminine 1“' nly
Long a bases - =
s |

s: -ng [a/]

¢ ABRvng

TavTNG THG KEPAARG

éxelvng Tfig pdxng

Pl -@Vv [4/ wV]

TV AOnvéwy

TOVTWV TOV KeEParéwv

¢xelvov TOV payéwv

Row 2

ktBapa/

0vpa/

adwkia/

1%-Declension
Feminine
(Long a bases)

s: -ng [a/g]

1*--Declension
Feminine
(Short a bases)

"3_.. s

Tadtng TG KBd&pNg M6 BVpng adtking
Pl -0V [@“/wv] | ToDTOV TOV KIBapéwy T@v Bupéwv adikéwv
Row 3 dpaka/ tpamela/ povoa/

L dr

s: -n6 [d/g]

ékeivng TG apaéng

Tpanélng

T povong

Pl -@Vv [&/ wV]

ékelvov TV apagéwv

tpaneCéwv

TOV Hovoéwv
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oTpaTIOTA/ veavia/

Row 4 vavta/

1--Declension

Masculine
S: -ov [a°/v] TOUTOL TOD VadTOoL T0D OTPATIOTOV veaviov
Pl -@Vv [¢Y/wv] | ToVTWV TOV vavTéwy TOV OTPATIWTEWY VEAVIEWYV
Row 5 Oeo/ avBpwmo/ dodro/
¢ 2
S—

2"_Declension

Masculine
s: -ov [0/v] ¢xeivov tod Beod 00 4vBpwmov ToVTOL TOD SoVAOV
Pl: -0V [0/@V] gkeivov T@v Be@v TV avhpwnwy T0VTWV TOV SoVAWV
Row 6 b/ 0806/ £¢00d0/

2nd_Declension

Feminine
s: -ov [0/v] Tabvtng tig Beod 680D TG €060V
Pl: -V [0/@V] ToOTWV TOV De®Vv 08dv TOV 008wV
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Row 7 dwpo/ otddio/ npdowmno/
‘ ﬁ.‘ rfff’ =
2"_Declension e B
Neuter 1 | |
e ‘4'54”-_1 v 5
e i —— # e
e -
s: -ov [0/v] TovTOV TOD dWwpov Tob otadiov

¢xeivov Tod mpoowmnov

Pl -V [0/wV]

ToVTOV TOV dWpwV

TOv otadiwv

¢kelvwv TOV TPOOWOTWY

Row 8

Epwt/

naid/

6pvi0/

39.Declension
Dentals
(-8/, -1/, -0/)

Non-neuter

|
i

s: -1,8,0/0¢

ToD €pwTOg

T00TOV TOD TTALdG¢

tadtng TG dpvibog

Pl: -T,0,0/ @V

TOV EpOTWY

TOVTWV TOV TTaidwv

To0TWV TOV OpVviBwv

Row 9 owpat/ ypaupat/ dyaipoat/
3-Declension S » Q ! J
Dentals + F N
(-pat/) ! ON Wy
Neuter ""Q\.. ?,— ¥
} |
s: -pat/og éxelvov tod od)paroq TOUTOV TOD Ypdpupatog ayaipatog
PL: -pat/@v ékelvov TOV COUATWV [TOVTWY TOV YPAHHATWOV dyaApdtwv
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Row 10

KOALK/

oplyy/

3rd_Declension

&

B

TavTNG TAG KVALKOG

TG o@Lyydg

gxelvng TG TPLXOG

TOUTWV TOV KVAikwV

TOV OQPLYYDOV

gkelvov TOV TpIXWV

Palatals
(-x/, -y/, -x/)
S: -K,Y,X/06
PL: -K,Y,X/ 0V
Row 11

KOKAwT/

yomn/

3d_Declension
Labials

(-n/, -B/, -91)

xépvip/

o

]
]

s: -,B,¢/06 10D KOKAWTOG TadTng TG Xépvifog
PL: - 10,3,/ @V TOV KUKAOTIWV To0TWV TOV XEpVIPwV
Row 12

pntop/

nop/

3rd.Declension

_p/

s: -p/og

¢xeivov tod pritopog

TavTng TG UNTPoOg

ToUTOL TOD TTVPOG

Pl: -p/ @V

éxelvov TOV pnToépwYV

TOVTWV TOV HNTéPpWYV

TOVTWV TOV TLPDOV
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Row 13

Apév/

34.Declension

piv/

=
=

-v/
s: -v/og TavTNG TG Apalévog | éxeivov tod Apévog TG PLvog
Pl: -v/ @V TOVTWV TOV Apalovwy | ékeivwv TOV Apévoy TOV pLvev
Row 14 yépovt/ ENépavT/ npémovt/

39.Declension

(AN

Ao

¢xelvov Tod yépovtog

T0UTOV TOD ENéPAVTOG

ToD TPEMOVTOG

éxelvwv TOV yepoOvTwY

TOVTWV TOV EAEPAVTWV

TOV TPEMOVTWY

-v1/
S: -vT/0G
Pl: -VT/ @V
Row 15

dxpomolt/

Baoi/

34.Declension

oyt/

-1/ e’
-
i
i
S: -t/og TG AkpoToOALOG Béotog TavTng Thg dYlog
PL: -{/wv TOV akpomoAiwv Baciwv TOUTWV TOV OYlwv
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-v/, -v¥/

Y

Row 16 vékv/ nté\ekvt/
V4
3r_Declension / ’
s ¥

2

S: -v/0g, Vi/0g

ToUTOL TOD VEKVOC

TOVUTOL TOD TTENEKEDC

T0o0TOL TOD A0TEOC

Pl:-v/ @V, V¥ @V

TOUTWV TOV VEKVWV

TOUTWV TOV TEAeKEWY

TOUTWV TOV ACTEWV

Row 17

BactAff/

VAF/

BoF/

3"d-Declension
Digamma

_F/

s:-1fF/0G, oF/0g To0 Pactiiog vNnog ékelvov 100 Podg
PL: iF/ @V, OF/ @V TOV pacAfwv v ¢kelvov TV fodv
Row 18 Swkpateo/ Tpipea/ Eipea/
¥y 4
* ) 8
3r-Declension
-eo/ t T
% 1 '
i ! . |
". WY
s: -£0/0G To0 ZwKpdTeog TavTNG TAG TPLPEOG ¢keivov tod Eigeog
Pl. £0/wv TOV ZwKpaTEWY TOVTWV TOV Tpipéwy | Ekeivwv OV Elpéwy
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Two notes about accents:

« You will notice that accents on the antepenult (3 syllable from the end) move to the penult
(27 syllable from the end) when the genitive ending is ov or wv. This shift of accent is not
unique to the genitive case, but is an example of a general principle in Greek. In general, if
the final syllable is long (as both those endings are), the accent cannot fall on the antepenult.
Consider avBpwmo/. The accent on the base indicates that the accent will fall on the antepenult
unless along ultima (final syllable) pulls the accent to the penult. This principle of accentuation
explains why the two nominatives (&vOpwmog, dvBpwmnot) are accented on the antepenult, but
both genitives are accented on the penult (&vBpwmnov, &vBpwnwv).

Syllables formed with the following vowels are long: &, n, 0, w. Syllables ending in the two
dipthongs at and ot are short. Syllables containing non-terminal ow and ot and other diphthongs
in any position are long.

« For 3"-declension bases of only one syllable the accent shifts from the base to the case ending
in the genitive case (and, as you will learn Chapter 9, in the dative case). For example, mauddg
and mad@v from maid/ (Row 8), o@ryyds and o@ryy@v from o@iyy/ tpixds and tpix@v from
Opix/ (Row 9), yomog and yvndv from yon/ (Row 11) and several others.

What now?

Make sure you have memorized the four genitive case endings, that you can accurately analyze
the genitive singulars and plurals of all 54 practice nouns, and that you understand the change in
meaning that is produced by putting a genitive case ending onto a noun base.

Also, take a few minutes to review the nominatives (both singular and plural). When you do, I
think you will see more clearly than you may have before that the complexities in the nominative
singular forms are all the result of adding (or trying to add) the g case ending. Sound combinations
that include o are frequently problematic in Greek.

Keep drilling, making lists of problems, and asking for clarification from your instructor and
fellow students.
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