Chapter Two

Plural Nouns

Congratulations on developing a fifty-four-phrase vocabulary so quickly. Excellent progress! ... But
enough celebrating. It's time to return to the march.

Concepts

There are no new concepts to learn in this chapter—just more drill and memorization that will
provide you the requisite data for observing some fundamental concepts of Greek morphology. In
this chapter you will learn the plural equivalents of each of the singular noun phrases you learned
in Chapter One. There you learned, for example, the phrase for “this the table” Here you will learn
“these the tables”

Plural Practice Phrases

By the end of this chapter we will assume (a) that you can both read aloud and write all fifty-four
singular and plural phrases; and (b) that you will have memorized all fifty-four Greek pattern
nouns, their meanings, and their genders.

Remember, this is a forced march. Chapter Three will be rough going for some of you even if
you are up to speed when you begin it. The difficulty will be much greater for you if you're still
struggling with the things you should have drilled into your memory in the first two chapters.
Mastering Chapter Two will make Chapter Three much easier.
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these the battles

English Plural the Athens those the heads
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Singular gkelvn 1 KeQaAn abtn 1 pdxn
Plural at ABivat éxelval ai kepalai adtat ai payat
English Plural those the citharas doors these the injustices
Row 2
Singular éxelvn 1 kiBapn adtn 1/ adukin
Plural ¢keivatl ai ktBapat adTat ai adikiat
English Plural wagons the tables these the Muses
Row 3
Singular dpaga 1 tpamela abtn  Movoa
Plural dpagat ai tpamelat adtat ai Modoat
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the men

English Plural those the sailors the soldiers these the young men
Row 4
Singular gkeivog O vavtng 0 oTPATIOTNG 00T0G O veaving
Plural éxeivol ol vadral oi otpati®Tal obToL oi veaviat
English Plural these the gods

slaves

Row 5
Singular ovTtog O Bed¢ 6 &vBpwmog dodAog
Plural ovToL oi Beol ot &vBpwmot dodlot
English Plural the goddesses those the roads these the entrances
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Singular 1 Bedg éxelvn 1 6806¢ abtn 1) €é0060¢
Plural ai Oeol gkeivatl ai 6doi

avtat ai £0odot
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English Plural gifts those the stadiums the faces
o @
Singular dwpov ¢keivo 10 0TddL0V 10 mpdowmov
Plural dwpa ékeiva Ta 0Tdd1a Td mpdowna
English Plural these the loves those the boys these the birds
¥
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Singular 00T0¢ 0 €pwg éxeivog 6 maig abtn 1) 6pvig
Plural obToL oi épwTeEg ¢keivol ol maideg abtat ai 6pvibeg
English Plural those the bodies the letters the statues
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Singular ékeivo 10 oWpa TO ypappa 10 dyalpa
Plural ékelva ta cwpata Ta ypdupata Ta dydipata
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English Plural

these the cups

those the sphinxes

these the hairs
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Singular

adtn 1) kOAE

¢keivn 1 o@iyg

abtn 1 Opi§

Plural

avtat ai kOAikeg

éxelval ai opiyyeg

abTat ai tpixeg

English Plural

these the Cyclopes

those the vultures

these the handwashes
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Singular

00TOG O KUK AWV

gxeivog O Yoy

adtn i xépvy

Plural

0UTOL Ol KUKAWTEG

éxeivol ol yumeg

adbTat ai xépvipeg

English Plural

these the orators

those the mothers

these the fires

Row 12
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Singular

00T0G O PNTWp

gkelvn A TP

TtobTo 1O Mhp

Plural

o0TOL Oi PTOPEG

éxelval ai unrepeg

Tadta ta hpa
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English Plural these the Amazons those the harbors these the noses
Row 13
(—
Singular adtn | Apalov ¢keivog 6 Alunv abTn 1) pig
Plural abtat ai Apaloveg ¢keivol ol Aipéveg abTat ai piveg
English Plural these the old men the elephants those the fitting things
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Singular 00TO0G 0 YépwV 0 éNégag ¢kelvo 10 mpémov
Plural o0TOL Of yépovTeg oi éAéavTeg ékeiva Td mpémovTa
English Plural the acropolises those the bases these the looks
m! =
Row1s | N
Singular 1] dKkpOTOALG gkeivn 1 Pdotg abtn N dyig
Plural al akpomoALeg gxevatl ai faoteg adTat ai Syieg
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English Plural these the corpses the axes these the towns
V4
Row 16 “* S, / ‘
Singular 0o0TOG O VEKVG O méleKug T00TO TO GOTV
Plural o0TOL 0l VEKVEC oi melékeeg TadTa TA doTea
English Plural these the kings those the ships these the cows
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|
|
Singular 00T0¢ 6 PactAndg ékeivn N vnig gkeivn 1 Podg
Plural o0Tol oi BaciAieg ékelval ai vijeg gxeival ai foeg
English Plural | these the Socrates-es those the warships these the swords
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Singular 00706 6 ZWKPATNG ékelvn 1) Tpuypng TovTO TO &lQOg
Plural o0TOL 0f ZwkpATEEG éxeival ai Tpuipeeg Tadta ta Eigea
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Questions concerning the plural pattern phrases

1. Why are the Greek words for “this the” in the plural phrases different from those in the
singular phrases?

Greek adjectives (including “this” and “the”) have plural as well as singular forms. This should
not surprise you if you think back to Spanish (or any other foreign language you are likely to have
studied): el hombre gordo (the fat man), but los hombres gordos (the fat men).

2. Why are there plural forms of gods’ and people’s names?

There are few occasions for pluralizing names (in either Greek or English). One can speak of the
various Athena-s represented in local cults or tell how many Socrates-es lived in Athens in the
fifth century, but such usages are rare. I have included these plural forms because I think they will
help you form a more complete and regular sense of Greek morphology.

3. Why does the plural of “Athena” mean “Athens”?

The names of Greek cities are often plural. I doubt that anyone knows for sure just why that is,
but classicists generally assume that the people who gave the city its name viewed it as a place
distinguished by many sites sacred to or overseen by Athena.

4. Why do the shapes of some accents change in the plural?

The accent does not move from one syllable to another in forming these plurals, but in a few
words the kind of accent changes: AOrjvn, AOfjvat, ocdpa, owpata. Here are two principles that
affect accents.

a) The accent always occurs on one of the final 3 syllables of a word.

The final syllable of word is called the ultima (which is Latin for “final”). It can be accented
with an acute (), a grave (), or a circumflex (7).

The next-to-the last syllable is called the penult or penultima (which is Latin for “next-to-
final”) It can be accented with either an acute or a circumflex, but never a grave.

The syllable before the penultima is called the antepenult or antepenultima (which is Latin
for “prior to the next-to-final”). When it is accented, the accent must be an acute.

So, the circumflex on o@pa changes to an acute on owpata because the plural marker
adds an additional syllable to the word, pushing the accented syllable (cw) back from the
penultimate to the antepenultimate position. The kind of accent changes from circumflex to
acute because the only accent that the antepenultima can take is the acute.
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b. The kind of accent on the penultima depends on the length of the vowels in the ultima
and the penultima.

If the accented penultima is long either because its vowel is long (generally n, w, or ov) or
because its short vowel is followed by two consonants, and the ultima contains a short vowel
sound (generally anything except 1, w, or ov), the accent on the penultima is a circumflex.
Otherwise, it is an acute.

So, the long penultima (n) is accented with an acute in the singular A0rjvn because the
ultima is long. The long penultima is accented with a circumflex in the plural ABfjvat because
the ultima (au) is short.

You can find more detailed information about accents in Appendix 5.

What now?

Do the same thing with the plurals that you did with the singulars. Use all the resources available
to you (electronic exercises, flash cards, friends, study groups) to develop the following skills.
o Sharpen your familiarity with the Greek alphabet and pronunciation by reading all the phrases aloud
until you are very comfortable with the process of reading aloud.

» Make sure you have memorized both the singular and plural forms of all the nouns, along with the
appropriate singular and plural forms of the words for this, that, and the.

» Make sure you can write all the noun phrases (both singular and plural).

« Make a list of questions to ask in class or to answer in your study group.
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