Chapter Seventeen

Passive Voice

Perhaps you recall that in the introduction to Part Two: Verbs I told you that you would learn
verb tenses that cover most of the combinations of aspect and time. I listed all the tenses you
would need to learn in the following chart.

spect Event Process Resultant-State
Time
Past Aorist Tense Imperfect Tense Pluperfect Tense
Present None Present Tense Perfect Tense
Future Future Tense None Future Perfect Tense |

As you can see, you have now learned all seven Greek verb tenses. And, you know that all seven
of these tenses can be expressed in either active or middle voice (as grammarians call the category
to which active and middle belong). By now you are quite familiar with the fact that (in principle)
all Greek tenses can be configured with either of two sets of personal endings: Active ending give
the verb an active nuance; middle endings give it a middle nuance.

Review of the Active and Middle Nuances. In principle, the active voice tells what the subject
does, while the middle voice tells what the subject experiences. So,

Active: j untip Aovel T& naudia means The mother bathes the children.
Middle: 1y untip Aovetaw means The mother experiences a bath. Le., The mother is taking a bath.

Active: 6 pitwp EmBe 1OV dfipov means The speaker persuaded the citizenry.

Middle: 6 piitwp éniBeto means The speaker experienced persuasion. L.e., The speaker went along
<with what someone else had suggested>.

The third voice.
I have bad news and good news for you. Bad news first: Greek has a third voice—the passive
voice—and all seven tenses can be expressed in passive voice as well as active and middle.
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17. Passive Voice

Meaning of the Passive Voice

The passive form of a verb indicates that the subject is (or was, or whatever tense) having the
action done to him by someone else. It turns out that in all seven tenses Greek can communicate
not two, but three nuances. For example,

Present Tense
Active: She is washing the baby.
Middle: She is getting washed up.
Passive: She is getting washed by somebody.

Aorist Tense
Active: She washed the baby
Middle: She got washed up.
Passive: She got washed by somebody.

Perfect Tense
Active: She has washed the baby (and is therefore done with the job).

Middle: She has washed up (and is therefore clean).
Passive: She has been washed by somebody (and is, therefore, clean).

I hope that you are puzzled. I hope you are wondering. “Isn’t the only real difference between
middle and passive the expression by somebody? Couldn’t Greek express the passive notion merely
by saying say, ‘She is experiencing a bath <middle voice> by (or at the hands of) someone”?

Aha! You've anticipated the good news. That’s just how the Greeks heard it. To put things a bit
over-boldly:

If a middle verb is accompanied by the phrase by <somebody>, it is a passive. Else, it is a middle.

Oh, I know—and you’ll know it if you think about it a bit—that you’ll encounter some sentences
that aren’t so clearly distinguishable. Try this one:

TMoANAKIG TadTa AéyeTat
Should we translate it as a middle?

“These things often experience saying,” i.e., “These things often get said,”
Or as a passive?
“These things are often said <by persons not stipulated, but implied>"?
I don't hear any difference in meaning, and I don't think the Greeks did either.

In five of the seven tenses the Greek passive is identical to the middle. Consequently, you don't need
to learn even one new form to recognize the passive voice of five of the seven tenses. You need only to
learn how to say by <somebody>, and you are ready to understand a passive when you see one.
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Personal Agent: The phrase “by <somebody>"

Grammarians call the “somebody” in the phrase “by <somebody>” the personal agent—the
person by whom the action of the passive verb is performed. Be sure to distinguish in your own
mind the difference between the personal agent and an instrument that may have been used to
accomplish the action. If you have ever played the old boardgame Clue, you'll have an excellent
pattern for remembering:

Mrs. Peacock [subject] experienced murder in the Library at the hands of Professor Plum
[personal agent—the somebody by whom she was murdered] with a revolver [the instrument by
means of which she was murdered].

(You already know that Greek identifies the instrument by setting it in the dative case without a
Greek preposition. Grammarians call a dative used in this fashion a dative of instrument.)

So, how does Greek identify personal agents?

If the passive verb is a perfect or a pluperfect, Greek sets the agent in the dative without using a
preposition.

For example,

007106 0 Stdhoyog ITAdtwvt yéypantar.
This dialogue has been (= is) written by Plato.

In all other tenses, the agent appears as a genitive object of the preposition 07o.
For example,

ovTog 6 Staloyog ypdapetar vrd IIAdtwvog.
This dialogue is being written by Plato.
So, once you learn these two ways of expressing personal agency, you know how to read the

passive voice in five of the seven Greek tenses in which the middle and passive forms are identical.
All that remains is to learn the passive forms of the remaining two tenses.

Aorist Indicative Passive: past / O passive/

Meaning
Components:

The aorist indicative passive presents a verbal notion, using passive voice event aspect in past
time. The personal ending specifies the person and number of the subject and specifies either
active or middle nuances. The semantic configuration of an aorist indicative passive verb is

past/ base / 8 passive/ personal ending <active or middle>
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17. Passive Voice

Translation:
The aorist passive indicative is almost always translated as a simple past tense passive in English:

“The Trojan hero Hector was killed by Achilles.”

Past time marker: augment

You know how augments are formed. There’s nothing new here.

The passive voice event-aspect marker: 0 or o

Nothing complicated here. Simply add 0 to the base for all but a few verbs. Aorist passives that use
0 as the marker are called weak (or first) aorist passives. Those few that use o are called strong (or
second) aorist passives. There is no way to anticipate whether the aorist passives of a given verb
were formed as weak or strong. A few verbs have aorist passives that are formed both ways.

Aorist passive stem: Base + passive-event marker

Some bases experience changes, most of which are entirely predictable.

Final «, &, and o usually (but not always) lengthen when the 0 is added.
notéw: om0/ [more/0/]

A few vowel bases do not lengthen. For example,

Sidwp: 500/ [50/6/]
Final dental. As a normal euphonic change, any dental stop (7, §, 0) that precedes another, will
change to o. So, the final sound of all bases ending in a dental becomes o before 6.

vopilw: voae®/ [vourd/6/]

Addition of o by analogy. Because dental bases are very common, ¢ is very common before 6.
The sound 00 was so common in aorist passives that Greeks sometimes introduced it into verbs
whose bases didn’t end in dentals. The o apparently just sounded right to them even though there
was no linguistic reason for it.

yiyvwokw: yvwo8/ [yvo(c)/0/]

Final labial or guttural. As a normal euphonic change any labial or guttural stop that precedes
an aspirate will itself become an aspirate. This transformation does not violate Grassmann’s Law
because the two sounds do not begin successive syllables.

Aeinw: AewgO/ [Acimr/0/]

Knpvoow: knpvx0/ [knpvr/0/]
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Addition of & vowel pad. Some bases add an epsilon vowel pad to prevent difficult sound
combinations.

yiyvopar: yevn0/ [yev(e)/0/]

Bovlopat: BovAnd/ [BovA(g)/0/]

Base turns inside out. Occasionally, the internal vowel of a base gets displaced to the end of the
base. Alternately, the base may have become zero-grade and added a vowel pad.

BéAw: BAN6/ [BarA/6/ > PAa/6/ or Bad(£)/6] > BA(£)/6/]

Change of vowel grade. If a base goes e-grade in the present (Aezr/ > Aun/) or future (Aaf/> Aa"p/),
it is likely to retain that e-grade base if it uses 0 as its passive event marker.
Aeinw: Aei@0/ [Ac17/0/]
AapPavw: Ang0/ [Aa"B/6/]
On some verbs, particularly those whose passive event marker is o, vowel gradation to a occurs.

priyvoue: pay/ [pn y/o/]
@Oeipw: Oap/ [@O:p/o/]

Personal endings

The personal endings for the aorist passive are identical to the strong aorist athematic endings—
except that the theme vowel n is included.

Weak Aorist Passive Indicative

Singular Plural
1*-person EAel®nv (&/1%7/6/mV) é\ei@@nuev (&/A%m/0/mpev)
2"-person EAelBong (¢/A%7/6/nc) é\elOnre (¢/A1m/0/nTe)
3-person é\eiBon (&/A%7/6/n-) é\eibenoav (¢/A%m/6/moav)

Strong Aorist Passive Indicative

Singular Plural
I*-person gypaognv (&/ypag/o/ny) gypaognyv (&/ypag/o/nuev)
2"-person gypagng (¢/ypaglo/ng) gypagny (¢/ypag/o/nTe)
3"-person gypagn (¢/ypagl/o/n-) gypagnyv (¢/ypag/e/noav)
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17. Passive Voice

A Note on Passive forms of Deponent Verbs: It is not unusual to find the aorist or future of
deponent verbs taking the form of the passive rather than the middle. That is to say, many Greek
authors seemed untroubled when they reached for an aorist or future middle and grabbed an
aorist or future passive instead. So, for example, the aorist of amoxpivopat (“I answer”) can be
found as both amexpvaunv (middle) and dnekpibnv (passive). The latter form does not mean, “I
was answered <by somebody>." Both forms mean “I answered.”

Future Indicative Passive: future /EE# passive/

Meaning
Components:

The future indicative passive presents a verbal notion, using passive voice event aspect in
future time. The personal ending specifies the person and number of the subject. The semantic
configuration of a future indicative verb is

base / passive / future / personal ending <middle>

Translation:
The future indicative is almost always translated as a simple future passive in English:

“The boy will be instructed in geometry by a fine teacher.

The passive voice event-aspect marker: 0 or o

Of course. You already learned this in the aorist passive.

Future time marker: o

Of course. You've already seen this in the future active/middle and the resultant-state future
(future perfect).

The o is added after the passive event aspect marker and theme vowel: 6n/0/ or en/o/. The n
theme vowel from the aorist passive personal ending effectively became part of the event-passive
aspect marker and was always inserted between the passive event aspect marker (0 or ¢) and the
future time marker (o). (Else, the 6 would have disappeared from the combination 6c.)
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Future passive stem: Base + passive-event marker + o

Verbs that add 0 in the aorist passive also add it in the future passive. Those that add ¢ in the
aorist passive also add ¢ in the future passive. Or, more simply, the future tense is always formed by
adding o to the event stem (base + event aspect marker).

The future active/middle stem is formed by adding o to the aorist active/middle stem.

The future passive stem is formed by adding o to the aorist passive stem.

Personal endings

The personal endings for the future passive are identical to the present thematic middle endings.
There’s nothing new here.
Weak Future Passive Indicative

Singular Plural

1-person | Aet@Ofjcopal (Atr/0(n)/o/opar) AewgOfcopueda(Aem/6(n)/o/opeda)

2v-person | AewpOnoeat (Attic: -et, -n) (Ar/0(n)/o/ecar) | AewpOnoecbe (A17/6(n)/o/ecbe)

3person | AerpOfoetai(Ai/0(n)/o/eTal) AewpOnoovtan (A4/0(n)/o/ovtatl)

Strong Future Passive Indicative

Singular Plural

I-person | ypagrioopat (ypag/e(n)/o/opal) ypagriooueba(ypag/o(n)/o/opeda)

2-person | ypagrioeat (Attic: -ei, -n) (ypag/o(n)/o/eoan) | ypagroeobe (ypag/o(n)/o/ecbe)

3person | ypagroetat (ypag/o(n)/o/eTar) ypagrioovtat (ypag/e(n)/o/ovrar)
What now?

A little exercise, of course.

Aorist Passive
The following chart gives the aorist passives of each of the 100+ verbs we have been practicing on. Beneath
each aorist passive form write an analysis that identifies its four parts. The chart includes the present form
of each verb for your reference. Make sure you know how to translate each aorist passive verb.
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17. Passive Voice

Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning
nav/ AW gnavodnv stop
Av/ Mo EN0OnV
loosen
xata/Av/ KATAA W KateAvOnv release
xwlv/ KOAOW EKwAVONV
prevent
kelev/ Kehevw exeletlny bid, command
nadev/ nadevw gnatdevnv educate
éAx(v) EAKw eiAk0oOnv drag
mopev/ Topevopat émopevdnv travel, fare
axof/ AKoVW nkovobnv hear
note/ TIOLEW émouiny make, do
wite/ alTew nTibnv ask (a favor), demand
aipe/ aipéw npédny . i
) pick up, pick
€N/
pire/ A éw Epuhiony love
{nre/ téw &by seek, look for
amope/ dmopéw fopnOny

be at a loss
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Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning
ava/ywpe/ avaxwpéw avexwphidny withdraw, leave
é&/nye/ &gnyéopal egnynony explain
@oPe/ popéw épopronv terrify
dw/voe/ dlavotopal Stevortnv contemplate
Tede/ TENéW ¢tele(o)Ony complete
Kale/ KaAéw exAnBnv call
ém/xalde/ gmkaléw nexiony call upon
e/ T[I’.}lﬂ:)\l'] Vil éT[)\I”]O'eT]V fll
Oc/ TN ETé0nV put
Tipa/ AW erpnbnv honor
Fepwta/ EpWTaW npwtidnv ask (a question)
Poa/ Bodw gporodnv shout
olwmna/ OlwTaw golmidny be silent
ToApa/ TOApdw grohunOny dare
xpa/ Xpdopat expriotny use
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17. Passive Voice

Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning
KTo/ KTAopat ¢kToOnV obtain
pnxave/ pnxavdopat gunxavionv contrive
Svvar/ Svvapat ¢duvionv be able
yeda/ yehdw ¢yehaoOnv laugh
opa/ Spaw ¢0paodnv do, act, perform
oefa/ gaw eldOnv allow
éda/ E\avvw nAaoOnv drive
opa/ opdw
om/ OPOnV see
F1/

Kpepo/ Kpepdvvopt ékpepdodnv hang
Kepa/ KEPAVVULL ékepdobnv ]
mix

¢kpaOnv
npa/ TP énprionv burn
ora/ ot ¢0TdOnVv stand
puve/ ULV oKW guviobnv remind
onro/ dnhow ednAwOnv reveal
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Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning
do/ Sidwput £€660nv give
Tpo/ TITPWOKW ETpwOnv wound
yvo/ YLy VWOK®W gyvaoOnv Know
da/ diddoxw
teach
drdaox/ £d18axOnv
m/ mivw
drink
mo/ ¢noOnv
@0/ pOavw anticipate, beat (+
participle)
Orwx/ Suwkw £01xOnv
pursue, prosecute
Aey/ Aéyw ENEXONV
Fen/ speak rationally
Fep/ fpe/s éppednv
oey/ Exw éoxéonv hold, have
épy/ dpxw fipxOnv lead
oey/ Séxopal £6€xOnv receive
ay/ dyew fixbnv lead, act
pry/ pryvop epdynv break
deix/ delicvoput édeixOnv show
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17. Passive Voice

Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning

av(a)/oty/ avolyvout avewyOnv open
pry/ piyvopt guixnv mix
npny/ TIPHO0W gnprixOnv do, practice
Attic: mpay/ TPATTW gnpdyOnv ’
éx/miny/ ¢KTAO0W ¢EemAxOnv

amaze

Attic: éxmARTTO
Kknpvy/ KNpvoow gknpOxOnv )
] ) proclaim
Attic: knpOTTW

nepmn/ TEUTIW EnéueOnv send
pan/ Tpénw ETpépOny, étpdmnyv turn
M/ Aeinw E\eipOnv leave
ypag/ Ypégpw gypagny draw, write
Opegp/ TPEéQW ETpEQPONV

nurture

gtpdenv

Brap/ PAamTW@ ¢BAGPnv harm
Oag/ fantw étdonv bury
Kom/ KOTITW NI cut. hack
kAem/ KAETTW EKAEQONV

steal

EKAGTNV

231




Greek Before Christmas

Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning
pir/ pintw éppleOnv
. throw
cppopny
okem/ okémTopal éoKépOny look at, investigate
Aap/ AapPavw ENQONV take
Aab/ AavBavw escape notice (+
participle)
pal/ HavOavw learn
Tvy/ TUYXAVW happen (to x) (+
participle)
Aay/ hayxéve obtain by lot
mo/ nelBw éneioOnv
persuade
éA(v)0
come
épx/ gpyopat
voud/ vouilw évopioOnv consider, reckon
Kot/ Kopilw ékopuodnv convey
EAmd/ gATtilw NATioOnv hope
Owpad/ Bopalw E0wpdodnv
marvel
Attic: Qavpad/ | Bavpalw ¢0avpaoOny
xodad/ KoAG(w ¢KOAGoOnV punish
Gripad/ dtipdlw nripdodnv dishonor
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Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning
Fepyad/ ¢pydlopat npydodnv work
Brad/ Bralow ePraodny treat violently
Top/ TEUVW érpony cut
Kpv/ Kpivw expinv judge
onuav/ onpaive gonpdvony signify
mopav/ molpaive Emowudviny herd, shepherd
pav/ paivw gpavny shine (Mid.: appear)
TN/ Teivw eradnv stretch
amo/xkTIN/ ATOKTEIVW amektaOnv Kill
yev/ yiyvopat eyeviidnv become, happen
Bovd/ Bovhopat éPovhitny want, decide
oted/ oTéMow €0TaAOnY send, dispatch
dyye)/ ayyéMo MyyéNOny announce
opal/ opaMw gopakny cause to slip
B/ BaM\w EPARONY

throw
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Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning
oA/ oMt destroy
¢@Oep/ @Beipw ¢pBdapnv corrupt, ruin
éyep/ gyelpw nyéponv raise
evp/ ebplokw nopédnv find
pep/ Pépw
oi/ carry
&ve(t)(y)x/ nveixonv

Future Passive

The future passive is, in effect, made from the aorist passive. In the space beneath the aorist passive
form, construct the future passive form. Make sure you know what it means. Duh!

Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning

nav/ oW gnavdnv

stop
kata/Av/ KaTaAvw KatehvOnv

release
KwAv/ KWAOW EkwAVONV

prevent
3 3 A 3 !Ge
dxof/ dkovw nxovodnv hear
note/ TIOLEW émotOnv

on make, do
A A€ ekAn0

Kade/ KaAéw ékAnonv call
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Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning
e/ THUTAN L ¢nA 00NV fll
O¢/ TOnu ETEONV put
opa/ opaw
on/ OOV see
Fi1é/
dnlo/ Snhdw ¢dnAawdnv reveal
yvw/ Yyvookw | £yvaoodnv Kknow
Siwxk/ Siwkw &d1xOnv
pursue, prosecute
deix/ Seikvopt ¢deixOnv show
Mt/ \einw é\eipOnv Jeave
ypag/ Ypapw ypagny draw, write
Brap/ BAamTW EBAGPNV harm
Oag/ Oantw ETaQnV bury
¥ 7 KAEMTW EKAEQONV
steal
EKAGTNV
Aaf Aappavw ENNPONV take
Koud/ Kopilw ékopioOnv convey
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Base Present Aorist Passive Meaning
pracdy pudte éraodny treat violently
gyep/ gyelpw nyépOnv raise
evp/ ebplokw nopEdnv find

Am I ready to proceed?

Do I know what is meant by "passive voice"? Do I realize that the passive voice can be
communicated in all three times, in all seven tenses?

Do I know the two methods of saying "by somebody" (personal agent) and when to use which
method?

Do I know what the aorist and future passive indicative mean and how to translate them?

Do I know how to form the passive voice in the five tenses where it is identical to the
middle?

Do I know the two tenses which have passive forms distinctive from the middle forms?
Do I know the passive voice event markers?

Do I know the changes to the base that occur when the passive voice event markers are
added?

Do I know the personal endings for the aorist and future passive?

Have I completed the morphology exercises for both tenses? Have I asked for clarification of
any items that I didn't fully understand?

When you can check off all the above, you're ready to proceed to the next chapter.
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