Chapter Sixteen

Future and Future Perfect Indicative Verbs:

future / & future /a

Future indicative: future/ o8

Meaning
Components: What Greeks heard.
The future indicative presents a verbal notion, using event aspect in future time. The personal
ending specifies the person and number of the subject and specifies either active or middle
nuances. The semantic configuration of a futupe indicative verb is

v

=
)]

future /base /| B3 / personal ending <active or middle>

English Translation:
The future indicative is almost always translated as a simple future in English:

o "The king will arrive tomorrow.”

Future time marker: o

The future time marker for all Greek verbs is 0. Some grammarians would argue that historically
this o was originally not a future time marker at all, but the very same o event-aspect marker seen
in the weak aorist. Event action, they would argue, in the absence of an augment can apply only
to the future because Greek has present-event forms. Those grammarians are probably correct:
Future probably is the default time for event aspect verbs. However we explain the o, though, the
o future marker serves to stipulate both future time and event-aspect. In analyses I label this o as a
future time marker because that will prove pedagogically useful in explaining other forms.

This o future marker is always added to the base of the verb. “Whoa!” you wonder. Won't adding
that o to the base cause problems? It did in the nominative singular and dative plural forms of
nouns. It did in the weak aorist. Won't it be similarly problematic in the future? Yes, it will. We'll
discuss the complications involved in adding o when we talk about changes to the base below.
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Chapter 16. Future and Future Perfect Indicative Verbs

Event Aspect Marker

Future event verbs do not have a separate aspect marker. The o does double duty.

Future Stem: Base + ¢

Bases ending in consonantal stops. Adding o to the base produces the very same sound changes
and lengthenings you see when o is added to bases in the weak aorist.

¢tolpnalw: étopac/ [Torpad/o/]
npdttw: npa§/ [mpay/o/]

Bases ending in vowels. As in the weak aorist, the final vowels of these bases almost always
lengthen before the o, though (again, as in the weak aorist) a few bases do not experience such
lengthening. You will recall that in the weak aorist, when the vowel does not lengthen, the o is not
lost (though it is intervocalic). In the future, however, the intervocalic sigma is lost in Attic and
contraction occurs.

Q\éw: @Ano/ [pile/o/w]

Kol éw: kaleo/ [kade/o/] (Attic future ka\® [kadé/o/w])

TeMéw: tedeo/ [tede/o/] (Attic future TeA® [tede/o/w])

Bases ending in liquids (u, A, v, p). You should anticipate trouble adding o to these bases. In the
weak aorist the collision of the liquid and the o resulted in the loss of the o and the compensatory
lengthening of the preceding vowel. In the future the early Greeks avoided the collision of liquid
and o by inserting a vowel pad—(g)—as part of the future marker. Le., (¢)o (rather than just o) was
added to bases ending in liquids. As time went by, the o was lost (as intervocalic sigma), leaving
only the €. So, in effect, € became the future marker for bases ending in liquids.

The resulting vowel combinations contract in Attic. So, just as you learned to see circumflex
accents in the present tense as evidence of a lost contract vowel, you need to learn to see circumflex
accents after liquids as evidence of a lost (¢) future marker.

Anomalous verbs. A few verbs form their future stems oddly.
o A few bases ending in consonants other than liquids add an & vowel pad to prevent the o
from colliding with the final consonant of the base. This (£) almost always lengthens, avoiding the
loss of intervocalic sigma between short vowels. Usually, a moment’s reflexion will show you why
the Greeks chose to pad the consonants of these particular bases from the o.

aioBavopar: aioOno/ [aicl(e)/o/]
pavOavw: pabno/ [nab(e)/o/]
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Greek Before Christmas

» Some bases shift vowel grade in the future. When they do, they become e-grade.

Aappévw: Any/ [Aa"B/o/]
AavBavw: An0/ [La"6/0/]
nA(v)Bov: éeva/ [éAv6/0/]
Toyxavw: tevd/ [Tvy/o/]

o Some verbs become deponent in the future, though they are not in the present. So, for

example: dkovoopat is the future of dkovw.

o Verbs whose lexical forms end in -i{w (-16/y/w) or_—iopar (-18/y/opar) should form their

futures by adding o to the base (not including the process marker y, of course). That would
produce, for example,

Kopi{w: kopo/ [kourd/o/]
And that is just what happened in Ionic.

But that is not what happened in Attic, where -i{w verbs of more than two syllables appear
originally to have used the time marker (¢)o. The § disappeared for some reason. And, the o

(intervocalic) disappeared, resulting in

Attic: xopilw: kope/ [kopid/eo/]

In Attic this € always contracts with the theme vowels of the personal endings, and the resulting

form carries the circumflex accent that so often marks contractions.

Personal Endings

The personal endings for the future are identical to the present thematic endings.

Normal Future Active

Singular Plural
1*-person Agtyow (Aimr/o/w) Aeiyopev (A%im/o/opev)
2m-person Aeiyelg (Aim/o/eLg) Aeiyete (Aim/o/ete)
3"-person Aetyel (Aimr/o/eL) Agiyovot(v) (Air/a/oN"o1)
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Chapter 16. Future and Future Perfect Indicative Verbs

(Normal) Future Middle
Singular Plural
1*-person Aeiyopar (Ar/o/opat) Aewyopeba (Arr/o/opeba)
Aeiyear (Amm/o/ecat)
2"-person -_— \eiyeoOe (Afim/o/ecBe)
Attic: Neiyet, Aeiyn —
3"-person Aeiyetan (Vum/o/eTal) Aeiyovtar (Asm/o/ovtatl)
Liquid Future Active
Singular Plural
. Baréw (Bad/(e)o/w) Bakéopev (Bad/(e)o/opev)
1¥-person . . - . -
Attic: Pal® Attic: pakoduev
Batéeg (Bad/(e)o/erg) Bakéete (Bad/(e)o/eTe)
nd_ — —
2"-person Attic: Paleig Attic: Boleite
3_person Bakéer (Bad/(e)o/el) Baréovot(v) (Bad/(e)o/oN"at)
Attic: Bakel Attic: Balodot(v)
Liquid Future Middle
Singular Plural
) Baréopar (BaA/(g)o/opar) Bareopeda (Bal/(e)o/opeba)
st-person
P Attic: falodpat Attic: BalodueBa
Bakéea (Pald/(e)a/eoar) Bakéeabe (Pad/(e)o/eabe)
2m-person — —
Attic: Balei, Padi) Attic: BakeioBe
BaXéetau (Par/(e)o/etat) Baréovtar (Bal/(g)o/ovTat)
3"-person — -

Attic: Pakeital

Attic: BalodvTat
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Future Perfect indicative: future/ U

Meaning
The future perfect presents a verbal notion, using resultant-state aspect in future time. Le., it states
a future condition resulting from an event that will have been completed earlier. The personal
ending specifies the person and number of the subject and specifies either active or middle
nuances. The semantic configuration of a future perfect indicative verb is

u /base/future / personal ending <active or middle>

Translation:
Envision what the future perfect reports: a condition in the future which has resulted from an
earlier event. Then find a way to say it in English. Usually translations take one of two forms.

“The dam will have broken <by the time we arrive>”
o “The dam will be broken <by the time we arrive>”

Future perfects are very rare in Greek, but if you pay attention to their four morphological
components, you will be able to recognize them. If you pay attention to what those elements tell
you, you should have no trouble translating them.

Future time marker: o

The future time marker o is added to the resultant-state stems: In active forms the o is added to
the active resultant-state stem; in middle forms the o is added to the middle resultant-state stem.

Resultant-state aspect markers: reduplication in &;

The resultant-state markers for any given verb are the same in the future perfect as they are in the
perfect and pluperfect.

o All verbs take either reduplication in € or the lengthening that substitutes for it in certain
types of bases.

o Those (Weak Perfect) verbs that take the resultant-state marker x in the perfect active do the
same in the future perfect active.

o Those (Strong Perfect) verbs that do not take the resultant-state marker k in the perfect active
don’t in the future perfect active either.
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Chapter 16. Future and Future Perfect Indicative Verbs

Future perfect stem: Perfect stem + o

All the changes of base that a verb experiences in the perfect active carry over into the future
perfect active. All the changes of base that a verb experiences in the perfect middle carry over into
the future perfect middle.

Personal Endings

The personal endings are identical to the present and future thematic endings

Future Perfect Active
Ovnokw. Base Oav/. Perfect Active té0vnka [o/0%e/Ova/x/a]

Singular Plural
1*-person tefviRgw (07e/Ova/k/o/w) te@vii§opev (07e/Ova/x/o/opev)
2m-person teBviges (0e/Ova/k/o/eLg) teBvigete (0%e/Ova/i/o/eTe)
3"-person tefviel (07e/Ova/i/o/el) teBvin§ovoi(v) (0e/Ova/x/o/oNYo1)

Future Perfect Middle
The verb 8idwut Base do/. Perfect Middle déSopat [0/8e/do/pai]
Singular Plural
1*-person deddoopaun (de/d6/a/opat) dedoodpeda (de/d6/o/opeba)

dedooear (de/db/o/eaal)

nd_ 4 7
2™-person Attic: -e, - 86eb60e0be (8e/06/0/e0b¢)
3"-person dedboctal (0e/db/o/etal) dedboovtal (8e/do/ol/ovTal)

What now?

A little exercise, of course. The following chart gives the future indicatives of each of the 100+
verbs. Beneath each future form write an analysis that identifies its three components. The chart
includes the present and aorist forms of each verb for your reference. Also, make sure you know
how to translate each future form
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Practice: Future Tense

Base Present Future Aorist Meaning
maw/ mavw mavow gmavoa stop
v/ AW NOow E\voa loosen
Kato/\v/ KataAbw KATAADOW Katévoa release
KwAv/ KWAOW KWAVOW EKWAVOQ prevent
kelev/ KkeheOw kelebow tkélevoa bid, command
moudev/ matdevw nmodevow ¢naidevoa educate
EAk(v)/ EAKW EAKOoOW csiAkvoa drag
mopev/ mopevopal mopevooual gnopevodunv travel, fare
dxof/ dkovw dxovoopal frovoa hear
mote/ MOLEW moloopaL gnoinoa make, do
aite/ aitéw aitrioopat ftnoa ask (a favor),

demand

aipe/ aipéw aipriow eilov pick up, pick
EN/ ENEW
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Base Present Future Aorist Meaning
QL\e/ PUNEw QoW ¢pilnoa love
(nre/ ntéw (ntriow ¢lntoa seek, look for
dnope/ Amopéw dmoprow nnépnoa be at a loss
dva/xwpe/ avaxwpéw dvaywprow dvexwpnoa withdraw, leave
e&/mye/ ¢Enyéopat ¢Enynoopat eEnynodunv explain
poPe/ poPéw popriow Epopnoa terrify
St/ voe/ Otavoéw Stavoroopat devonoapnv contemplate
tele/ Teléw TeAfow ETéAnoa complete
KaAe/ KaAéw KaAéow ékdAeoa call
Attic: KaA®
et/ kae/ ikl éw KA éow tniekdAeoa call upon, invoke
Attic: EmKoA®
mAe/ mipmAn mAow EnAnoa fill
Oe/ TiOn Orow E0nKa put
o/ Tipdw T oW étipnoa honor
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Base Present Future Aorist Meaning
Fepwta/ EpwTdw EpwTrow npwTnOQ ask (a question)
Boa/ Bodw Borjoopat ¢Bonoa shout
olwTta/ oy e OLWTTHoOpLAL golwmnoa be silent
ToApa/ TOApdw TOAp oW ETOAUNOQ dare
Xpa xpdopat Xprjoopat gxpnoauny use
Kta/ KTdopat KTrjoopal gkTnoduny obtain
pnyave/ UnxXovAaopat Hnxavioopat gunxoavnodunv contrive
Suva/ Svvapat Suvrjoopat gduvnoauny be able
yeha/ yehdw yeldoopat gyéhaoa laugh
Opa/ dpdw dpdow gdpaoca do, act, perform
OeFd gaw Edow elaoa allow
ENa/ EAavvw ENdow fAaoa drive

Attic: EAD
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Chapter 16. Future and Future Perfect Indicative Verbs

Base Present Future Aorist Meaning

opa/ Opaw see

o7t/ Oyopat

Fio/ eidov

Kpepa/ KPEUAVVULL Kpepdow Expépaoca hang
Attic: kpep®

Kepa/ KEPAVVULL KEPAOW éképaca mix
Attic: kep®

mpa/ mipmpnu mpriow Enpnoa burn

ota/ loTnu OTHOoOW gotnoa (v.t.) stand

gotnv (v.i.)

pva/ HpvRoKw Hvnow Eopvnoa remind

Onho/ On\ow dnlwaoo EdN\woa reveal

do/ Oidwpu dwow Edwka give

tpo/ TITPWOKW TPOOW ETpwoa wound

yvo/ YLy VWOK®W yvwoouat Eyvwv know

AA/, Sida(o)k/  |O18dokw O104&w 28idaka teach

211




Greek Before Christmas

Base Present Future Aorist Meaning
it/ mivw miopat gmov drink
mo/
O/ pOavw pOnoopal gpbaoa anticipate, beat
(+ participle)
SLwk/ Sivkw Stwéw 28{w&a pursue,
prosecute
Aey/ Aéyw Aé€w é\ela speak
rationally
e/ etmov
Fep/, Fpe/ ¢péw
oex/ Exw £Ew, oxfow goxov hold, have
apx/ dpxw dptw np&a lead
Sey/ Séxopan Sé€opat &dekaunv receive
ay/ ayw d&w fiyayov lead, act
pny/ priyvopt prgw €ppnéa break
dek/ deikvop Seitw #Seita show
av(a)/oty/ avotyvopt avoifw avéw&a open
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Chapter 16. Future and Future Perfect Indicative Verbs

Base Present Future Aorist Meaning

py/ piyvout pigw Euta mix

npny/ TPpHOoW npn&w énpnéa do, practice

Attic: ipary/ TPNTTW TpaEw énpata

ék/mny/ EKTTANOOW gkmAnEw ¢EémAna amaze
Attic: EKTARTTO

Knpvy/ KNpYoow KknpvEw éxnpua proclaim
Attic: xnpOTTWR

Teun / TEUTIW TEUYW Emepya send

Tpemn/ Tpénw PéYw Etpeya turn

Tpam/ Erpamov

Aurt/ Aeinw Aeiyw E\mov leave

ypag/ YPaow ypdyw Eypaya draw, write

Opeg/ TPEQW PéYw E0peya nurture

BAaf/ BA&mTW AT EBAaya harm

Bag/ fdmtw Bayw E0aya bury
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Base Present Future Aorist Meaning
Kot/ KOTITW KOYw gkoya cut, hack
KAem/ KAEMTW KAEYW Exheya steal
pur/ pinTw plyw Epprya throw
oxer/ OKETTOpAL okéyouat éokeydunvo look at,

investigate
Aap/ AapBavw Ajyopat & apov take
a6/ AavBavw Arjoopat & abov escape notice
(+ participle)
pHab/ pavOavw Habnoopat éuadov learn
Tuy/ TUYXAVW Tevfopat £tvuxov happen (to x)
(+ participle)
Aayxévw Aay/ AMi&opat E\axov obtain by lot
o/ nelfw neiow émeloa persuade
g¢mbov
gpx/ Epyopat come
g\ (v)0/ g\evoopal nABov
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Chapter 16. Future and Future Perfect Indicative Verbs

Base Present Future Aorist Meaning
vopud/ vopilw vopiow gvouloa consider,
reckon
Attic: vou®
Kopd/ KOpi{w Kopiow gkopoa convey
Attic: kol
ENTUS/ gAmilw é\ntiow fAmoa hope
Attic: EATUD
Bwpad/ Bwpdlw Owpdow ¢dwpaoa marvel
Attic: Oovpad/ | Bavpdlw Bavpdow ¢0avpaca
KoAad/ KOAG{w KOAAOoW ¢kOAaoa punish
atipad/ dtipdlw atipdow nripaca dishonor
Fepyad/ gpyadopat épydoopat glpyaoauny work
Prad/ Bralw Braow ¢Blaoa treat violently
Tap/ TEUVW Tepéw Etapov cut
Kptv/ Kpivw KpIvéw gkplva judge
onuav/ onuaivw ONHavEéw gonunva signify
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Base Present Future Aorist Meaning
nowpav/ moLlpatvew TOLHAVEW émolunva herd, shepherd
pav/ Qatvw pavéw Epnva shine (Mid.:

appear)
™/ Telvw TEVEW gteva stretch
amo/ktN/ ATOKTEIVW ATOKTEVEW AmékTeva kill
yev/ yilyvopat yevrjoopat gyevounv become,
happen
BouvA/ Bovlopat BovAnocopat ¢BovAnoaunv want, decide
ote\/ OTéA\w oteNéw €otelha send, dispatch
&yye\/ ayyéAw ayyehéw fyyetha announce
opal/ oA oQaréw €opnia cause to slip
BaA/ BéAw Baréw €Balov throw
oM/ SMopt OMéw wAeoa (v.t..) destroy
WAOPY (V.i..)
@Oep/ @Oeipw @Oepéw €pOetpa corrupt, ruin
gyep/ éyeipw gyepéw fyepa raise
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Base Present Future Aorist Meaning
ebp/ ebplokw ebprioopal ebpov find
@ep/ Pépw carry
oi/ oiow
éve(1)(y)x/ five(1)(y)kov,
fve(1)(y)xa

Future perfects are rare, so we won't spend a lot of time on them. The following chart gives the
perfect active and middle forms of several verbs. In the space beneath each perfect form, produce
the corresponding future perfect. Many of the forms you produce will be entirely hypothetical. Le.,
they never actually occur in surviving texts. That doesn’t really matter for our purpose, though,
which is merely to accustom you to the structural pattern of the future perfect. If we succeed in

Practice: Future Perfect Tense

that goal, you'll accurately recognize the surviving future perfects that you do encounter.

Base Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning
av/ TETOVKA nénav(o)pot stop
KwAv/ KEKWALK KekwAvpaL prevent
&xov/ axrkoa fikovouat hear
mote/ nenoinka memoinuot make, do
Kale/ KEKANKa KEKAnpat call
oo/ dédwka dédopat give
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Base Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning
oey/ 0édeypat receive
Kknpvy/ KeKNpuya KeKNpuypat proclaim
meum/ TémopPa TETEUAL send
Aap/ eAnea eAnupat take
Kpv/ KEKPLKA KEkpLpat judge
Par/ PéPANKa PEPANpat throw
@0Oep/ EpOapka EpOappal corrupt, ruin
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Am I ready to proceed?

Do I know what the future and future perfectindicative (active and middle) mean—particularly

with reference to time and aspect? Do I know the options for translating them?

Do I know the future time markers?
Do I know the aspect markers for both tenses?

Do I know the changes to the base that regularly occur when the aspect and time markers are
added?

Do I know what a future stem looks like and how to distinguish it from a weak-aorist stem?
Do I know the active and middle personal endings for both tenses?

Have I completed the morphology exercises for both tenses? Have I asked for clarification of
any items that I didn't fully understand?

When you can check off all the above, you're ready to proceed to the next chapter.
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