Chapter Fifteen

Imperfect and Pluperfect Indicative Verbs: past /

Imperfect Indicative Verbs: past/ e

Meaning
Components:
The imperfect indicative presents a verbal notion, using process aspect in past time. The personal
ending specifies the person and number of the subject and specifies active or middle nuances. The
semantic structure of an imperfect indicative verb is

past / base / 28 / personal ending <active or middle>

Translation:

The past time process that the imperfect communicates can be expressed in English in a number
of ways. You'll have to decide which process nuance is most appropriate by considering the context
of the passage. The following sentences illustrate the five ways you are most likely to translate
imperfect verbs. The context rather than the form of the verb itself prompts us to choose one or
the other of these translations.

1. past/eat/ E /he. A single event viewed as process: “He was eating when the king arrived.”

2. past/eat/ k&2 /he. A series of habitual or customary events viewed as process: “He used to eat
at the same time every evening.” Or, “He would eat at the same time every evening.”

3. past/attack / E /they. Viewing the beginning of the event as a process adds vividness to the
scene: “And then the enemy were attacking” = “And then the enemy began to attack”

4. past/kill/ E /he. An attempted, but uncompleted, action viewed as a process : “The warrior
was killing his enemy, but he collapsed and died before he could reach him. “ (In English we
would almost always make our point clear by using a verb like “tried”)

5. past/find/ £ / they The imperfect tells you to linger over the scene—to imagine the scene as
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a movie, and so add vividness: “That day Socrates’ friends found him ready to die” In a sentence
like this none of the other four translations seems particularly appropriate. English would use a
simple past tense —“found” Greek writers had the option of using the imperfect to signal their
readers to dwell on the scene a moment and watch it play out as a process.

Past-time marker: augment

You have already learned what augments look like. You encountered this same marker in the
aorist indicative. It works the same way here.

ﬁ Process aspect marker

You have also already learned what process aspect markers look like. You encountered them in
the present indicative.

Changes to the base

Adding the various process markers produces precisely the same changes you found in the
present indicative. The present tense, with its present (or process) stem (base + process marker)
and ¢ time marker shows a movie set in present time. The imperfect, with the same present (or
process) stem and augment, shows the same movie set in past time.

As in the present tense, bases that end in q, €, and o experience contraction in Attic because that
vowel collides with the theme vowel of the personal ending. You already know how vowels contract.

Personal Endings

The personal endings for the imperfect are identical to those used by the strong aorist. Be sure to
notice that the imperfect always includes the present stem (i.e., base + process marker), while the
strong aorist includes the strong aorist stem (i.e., strong aorist base + ¢ event marker).

Imperfect Active
Singular Plural
1¥-person | ZBaAAov (¢/Bal/y/ov) gBaANopev (¢/Pally/ouev)
2"-person | £Baldeg (¢/fal/y/eq) ¢BaAAete (¢/Padlylete)
3"-person | éBalle (¢/Pally/e(v)) gBarAov (¢/Ballylov)
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Imperfect Middle

Singular Plural

I*-person gBaArOunV (¢/Pally/ounv) ¢PaAlopeda (¢/fal/y/opeda)
¢BaAeo (¢/fally/eco)

2"_person ¢PaAAecbe (¢/Pally/ecle
P Attic: $B&Aov P (tlpadlyleale)
3-person ¢BaAAeTo (¢/Pad/y/eTo) ¢BdANovro (¢/pal/y/ovTo)

Pluperfect Indicative Verbs : past / u

Meaning
Components:
The pluperfect indicative presents a verbal notion, using resultant-state aspect in past time—i.e, a
past condition that resulted from a yet earlier event. The personal ending specifies the person and
number of the subject and specifies either active or middle nuances. The semantic configuration
of a pluperfect indicative verb is

past/ U/ base | personal ending <active or middle>

Translation:

Envision what the pluperfect reports: a past condition that resulted from an event that had been
completed even further in the past. Then find a way to report that scene in English. Usually
translations take one of two forms.

1.“The dam had broken”
2.“The dam was broken”

In Greek as in English pluperfects are quite rare, but if you pay attention to what their four
morphological components tell you, recognizing and translating them should not be a problem.

Past-time marker: Augment

Of course.
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u Resultant-State aspect marker

The resultant-state markers for any given verb are the same in the pluperfect as they are in the
perfect.

a) Allverbs take reduplication (or the lengthening or ¢ that substitute for reduplication in certain
types of bases).

b) Those (Weak Perfect) verbs that take a second resultant-state marker (k) in the perfect active
do the same in the pluperfect active.

c) Those (Strong Perfect) verbs that do not take a second resultant-state marker (k) in the perfect
active don’t in the pluperfect active either.

Perfect Stem

You already know that the perfect stem (base + resultant state markers) set in present time by the
¢ time marker makes an X-ray in present time. That very same perfect stem, set in past time by
an augment, makes an X-ray in past time.

Personal Endings

The personal endings for the singular forms of the pluperfect active are identical to those used by
the weak aorist active and perfect active. The plural forms use the same endings you learned for
athematic aorists. Strangely, an ¢ is prefixed to all six endings. (I suspect that this ¢ was added as a
redundant past time marker, i.e., to reassert the notion that this is a past time verb.) In Attic ea in
the personal ending contracts in two different ways.

Weak Pluperfect Active
Singular In Attic contracts to: | Plural
£dedwkea (¢/0¢e/do/x/ea) > ¢dedwkn | édedwrepev (¢/8e/do/x/epev)
1*-person =
or £¢dedwkelv
¢dedwkeaq (¢/8¢/do/x/eac) > £dedwkng | édedwkete (¢/8¢e/do/k/ete)
2m-person - -

or £6edwKelg

3*_person ¢dedwee(v) (¢/8¢e/do/x/ee) > édedwrel(v) | édedwkecav (¢/0e/do/x/eoav)

192



Chapter 15. Imperfect and Pluperfect Indicative Verbs

Strong Pluperfect Active

Singular In Attic contracts to: Plural
) éAedoinea (¢/he/Aim/ea) > éNeloimn | Eeloimepev (E/he/Aoim/epev)
si-person =
P é\eloimerv
éAeloineag (¢/he/Aim/eag)> éNeloinng | éAeloimete (¢/he/A°im/eTe)
2m-person - -
¢Aehoimelg
31d_person | ENeAoimee(v) (&/Ae/Aim/eg) > ENeloinel(v) | éNedoimeoav (¢/Ae/Aim/egav)

The personal endings for the pluperfect middle are identical to those used by the other past time
middles—aorist and imperfect. As in the perfect middle, so in the pluperfect middle, the endings

are athematic.

Weak Pluperfect Middle
Singular Plural

1*-person ¢dedounv (¢/8e/do/unv) | €6edéueba (¢/0e/do/ueba)

2m-person £8é8000 (£/0¢/d0/00) £8¢é8000¢ (£/0¢/d0/0b¢)

3"-person ¢8édoto (£/8¢/d0/T0) £8¢é80vto (¢/6¢/do/vT0)

Strong Perfect Middle
Singular Plural

1¥-person | eheheippny (¢/Ae/A%m/pnv) geheippeOa (¢/he/Am/pueba)
2m-person | éNéNenyo (¢/Ae/Aim/o0) éAeetpBe (¢/he/Aim/o0e)
3“-person | éAé\ewnto (¢/Ae/Aim/T0) Usually none (¢/\e/A*im/vT0)

Analyzing imperfects and pluperfects, of course. The imperfect is formed from the present stem;
the pluperfect, from the perfect stem. In the space above each present, produce the imperfect. In
the space above each perfect (active and middle), form the pluperfect (active and middle). I have
highlighted a few stems to remind you of how easy it is to make the various past-time forms once

Practically, what now?

you know the correct stem.
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Base Present Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning

mav/ W MEMAVKA némav(o)ual stop

v/ Abw AéAvka AéAvpal loosen
ikaTa/Av/ KATAAD W KATAAEALKQ KataAéAvpal release
lKwAv/ K@WADW® KEKOALKA Kek@Avpal prevent
Kedev/ KeEAEVW KeKEAELKQA KekéAgvpal bid, command
matdev/ nadevw nenaidevka nemaidevpal educate
EAx(v)/ £AK@ giAKvKQ gidkvopal drag
mopsv/ mopevOAL TMEMOPEVPAL travel, fare
dxof/ AKOVW AknKoq fikovopal hear
moLe/ TOLEW memoinka memoinual make, do
aite/ aiTéw ATnKa ATNHAL ask (a favor), demand
aipe/ aipéw fenka Hpnual pick up, pick
lpide/ QLW me@iAnka ne@iAnuat love
(nre/ ntéw eQnKa £0Tnual seek, look for
drope/ Amopéw NIOPNKaA NIopNUAL be at a loss
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Base Present Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning
dva/ywpe/ Avaxwpéw AvaKexwpnKa AVAKEY@PNUAL withdraw, leave
£&/ye/ gEnyfopal gEnynuat explain
lpofe/ Qoféw meQOBnKa me@ABnual terrify
dia/vos/ Savoéopal Savevonual contemplate

TeTEANpaL
Tede/ TeAé@ TeTEANKQ TeTEAnopaL complete
Kale/ KAAéw KEKANKQ KEKAnual call
gL/ OLWTAW oeoiwna OEOLOTNUAL be silent
Todua/ TOApdw TETOAUNKA TETOAUN AL dare
ypa/ xpdopal Kéypnual use
KTO/ KTdopal KEKTTHAL obtain
unyoave/ pnyavdoyat Hepnydvnuat contrive
dvva/ Svvapal Sedvvnpual be able
yela yeAdw yeVEAaKQ yeyédayal laugh
Opa/ Spaw Sédpaka Sédpapal do, act, perform
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Base Present Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning
oera/ 24w glaka elapal allow
Ela/ gAadve £ANAaka gANAa(o)ual drive
opa/, 1/ Opdw £Wpaka £@paypal see
lkpepa/ Kpeudvvopl KeKpEpaKa KeKpépaual hang
ik(e)pa/ KEPAVVLUL KEKEPAKA KEKpapLaL mix
mpa/ mipmpnuL TMETPNKAL METPNHAL burn
oTa/ loTnu £0TnKa £oTaual stand

va/ ULUVACK® pEpvnKa péuvnual remind
Onlo/ SnAdw dednAwka dedndwpal reveal
do/ Sidwpt Oédwka dédopal give
Tpo/ TITPWOKW TETPWKA TETpWUAL wound
yvo/ YIYVOOK® £yvoka £yvoopal know

A/ biba(a)i/ | S1040Kw Oedidaxa dedidaypal teach
11/, mo/ v TMEMWKA mémopal drink

anticipate, beat (+

lpOa/ @O4vw participle)

196




Chapter 15. Imperfect and Pluperfect Indicative Verbs

197

Base Present Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning
Orwi/ TAINA) Sediwya dediwypal pursue, prosecute
Ney/ Aéyw elloxa Aéheypar, eileypat
Fem/
rep/.fpé glpnka elpnual say, speak
oey/ £y £oxnKa £oynual hold, have
dpy/ dpxw fpxa fpypal lead
dcy/ Séyopal Oédeypal recejve
dy/ dyw nxa IypaL lead, act
pny/ PIYVLUL £ppwya £ppriypal break
deiic/ deikvopl Oedeiya Oéderypal show

avéwya
dv(a)/oiy/ avoiyvopt avéQya avéayual open
ury/ uiyvout pépya pEpypal mix
TPOoW Témpnxa TETPT YL
mpny/
ttic: mpacy/ TPATTW mémpaya mémpaypal do, practice
Ex/mAny/ EKTANOOW gKMEMAnYQ gKMEMAN AL amaze
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Base Present Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning
[kypvy/ KNpLOoW KEKpLYQA KEKNPUYHAL proclaim
e/ MEPTW TMETOUQPA mEMEPAL send

TETpOPQ

Tpas/ TPEMW TETpaga TETpaupAl turn

1t/ Asinw Aé\owma Aédetupal leave
vpag/ ypdow yéypaga yéypauual draw, write
Opeq/ TPEQW TETpoQa TPETpApIAL nurture

Aaf/ BAdmTW BPAaga BéPAaupal harm
Oagp/ fantw TETAQQ Té0appal bury
Ko/ KOTITW KEKOQQ KéKoupal cut, hack
KAem/ KAEMTQ KEKAOQQ KEKAELupAL steal
dL7T/ pintw £pplpa £ppupal throw
oKemn/ OKETITOUAL EoKeppal look at, investigate

af/ AapPavew elAnea eiAnuuat take

al/ AavOdvw AéAnfa AéAnopal escape notice
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Base Present Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning
uaf pavOdavae pepddnka learn
happen (to x)
Tvy/ TUYXAVW TETUYNKA (+ participle)
ay/ Aayxdvw glAnya eiAnypat obtain by lot
m0/ neifw némolfa TMEMELOPAL persuade
Epx/ Epyopat
£10/ £AnAvfa come
voud/ vouilw VEVOLKA VEVOULOPAL consider, reckon
Koutd/ KOMi(w KEKOUIKA KEKOULOAL convey
EAmLd/ EAmilw AAmKa HAmopal hope
Bwpdlw TeBdpaka )
Owpad/ tebwpaopat
ttic: Qavpad/ | OBavpdlw teBadpaka tefadpaoual marvel
Kodad/ KoAGlw KeKOAAKQ KekOAaoual punish
GTipad/ dnpdlw Nripaka nripacyal dishonor
Fepyad/ ¢pydlopal fipyaouat work
Brad/ fralw BePiaxa Befiaopal treat violently
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Base Present Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning
o/ TEUVQW TETHUNKA TETUNMAL cut
[KpLv/ Kpivw KEKPLKQL KEKPLuaL judge
onuav/ onuaivw oeonunva geonuacual signify
moLuav/ moLuaive memoiunva memoipaopal herd, shepherd
lpav/ Qaivw TEQNVA méQaopal shine (Mid.: appear)
N Telvw TETAKAL TETau stretch
Gmo/KTN/ dmokTeivw dméktova AméKTapal kill
yev/ yiyvouat yéyova yeyévnual become, happen
Bovd/ BovAopal BefovAnuat want, decide
oTe)/ oTéEAAW £0TaAKA goTaApal send, dispatch
dyyed/ ayyéAAw fyyeAka fyyeAual announce
opald/ 0QPAAAW £0Qalka £o@alpal cause to slip
Bal/ Badw B£PANKa B£PANuaL throw

OAWAeka (v.t.)

01/ SAAvpL OAwAa (vi.) destroy




Chapter 15. Imperfect and Pluperfect Indicative Verbs

Base Present Perfect Active Perfect Middle Meaning
lpOep/ @Osipw £@Bapka EpBappal corrupt, ruin
gynyepxa (v.t.)
£y(e)p/ gyelpw gypriyopa (v.i.) £ynyeppal raise
£0p/ eDp{OKW nipnka nipnual find
pep/ Qépw
Eve()(y)x/ gvnnoxa gvivelypal carry

Am I ready to proceed?
Do I know what the perfect indicative (active and middle) means—particularly with reference
to time and aspect? Do I know the options for translating it?
Do I recognize the present time marker in it?
Do I know the resultant-status aspect markers for weak perfects and strong perfects?

Do I know the changes to the base that occur when the resultant-status aspect markers are
added?

Do I understand how the imperfect is made from the same process stem (base + process
marker) as the present and that the pluperfect is made from the same resultant-state stem
(base + resultant-state marker) as the perfect?

Have I memorized the active and middle personal endings for the perfect forms?

Have I analyzed all the words in the morphology exercise? Have I asked for clarification of any
items that I didn't fully understand?

When you can check off all the above, you're ready to proceed to the next chapter.
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