Chapter Thirteen
Aorist Indicative Verbs: past /

Meaning
Components:

The aorist indicative reports (or asks about) an action (specified by the base of the verb) in past
time and urges the listener to envision that action as a single event. The personal ending specifies
the person and number of the subject. In addition, the speaker will have chosen either active
or middle personal endings to communicate active (“performing”) or middle (“experiencing”)
nuances. In our iconographic shorthand, the aorist tense is comprised of the following four
elements

.

L~

past / base / iC / personal ending

Translation:

You will almost always translate an aorist indicative as a simple past tense in English: “he jumped;”
“they ran;” “I saw.” Notice that these phrases really are the way that English captures photographic
aspect in past time.

Past-time marker: the augment

A vowel sound prefixed to the base is the only past time marker that Greek contains. This vowel
sound is called an augment, and it reveals itself in two forms, depending on whether the base of
the verb begins with a vowel or a consonant.

Bases beginning with a consonant The syllable ¢ is prefixed to the base. This new syllable tells
you very clearly—at the very beginning of the verb—that the action being reported occurred in
the past. Grammarians call this form of the augment the syllabic augment because it comprises an
entire syllable in the past time verb form. To set a verb in past time,

PaA/ becomes /pal/.
do/ becomes ¢/8o/.
pev/ becomes &/ pevl.
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Bases beginning with the semi-vowel digamma. The digamma always disappears between the
augment and the first vowel of the base, and those two vowels contract. So,

Fem/ becomes ein/ (¢/pen/).
F16/ becomes €id/ (¢/f1d/).

Bases beginning with a vowel. You can probably anticipate that prefixing the syllable ¢ to a base
beginning with a vowel would result in either lengthening or contraction. The actual result is
not contraction, but lengthening. Grammarians call these lengthening augments found on bases
beginning with vowels temporal augments because they affect the verbs’ temporal meaning, but
do not add a syllable to their form.

a and ¢ lengthen to ).
o lengthens to w.
v and tlengthen to long v and t in pronunciation. There is no change in the written form.

In analyses I will underline the initial vowel that lengthens. In addition, I will put a green dash (=)
where you would expect to see the augment. This will remind you why the initial vowel lengthened.
£16/ becomes NAD/ (mm /£A0]).
wiof/ becomes 00/ (w== /ic0/).
o0iy/ becomes @/ (m=/0iy/).
Uyrav/ remains OyLov/ (s /Oyiav/).

Note about compound verbs: You are aware that some verbs are compounds of a preposition
(or, more accurately, an adverb) and a verb proper.

BéAw (BaA/y/w) means I throw.
kataParw (kate/Palr/y/w) means I throw down.
ekBaMw (éx/Pad/y/w) means I throw out.

Placing the augment at the very beginning of a compound would set the adverb part of the
compound in past time.

¢/xatafal/ would say that somebody “throw down-ed”
Since Greeks wanted to attach the past tense meaning to the verb part of the compound, they

placed the augment at the beginning of the verb base proper—i.e., between the adverb and the
actual verb base. So, you will find

kat/e/far/
é&/e/ P/ (¢x becomes £E before a vowel.)

You have just learned the only way that Greek has of setting an action in past time. You will see the
augment again when you learn how to set process and resultant-state statements in past time.
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| Event aspect marker

You learned seven common process markers for the present tense, and you may fear a similar task
in this chapter. Relax! The task here is very simple. Greek has only two event aspect markers.

o o©. The vast majority of verbs indicate event aspect by adding o to the base. Grammarians
(exhibiting the imagination we are noted for) refer to all aorists that add o as an event aspect
marker as Weak Aorists, First Aorists, or Sigmatic Aorists.

o 0. A relatively few verbs were strong enough to resist the pervasive tendency to add o.
These so-called Strong Aorists or Second Aorists retained an old way of viewing verbs in
which event-aspect was the default, and process aspect could not be communicated without
attaching a process marker to the base.

Wait! There are some present tense verbs that use ¢ as a process marker. Won't you confuse these
presents with strong aorists? No. Because present and strong aorist indicatives always have different
time markers and different personal endings. And, for that matter, any individual verb’s presents
and strong aorists always have different aspect markers: When a verb’s event aspect marker is ¢, its
process marker is always something other than . (That’s a small, but useful, lie.)

There is no way to predict from the base that a given verb will use the ¢ event marker—just
as there is no way to look at the English verb buy and predict that its past tense will be bought
rather than buyed or to predict that the past tense of run will be ran rather than runned. You will
eventually need to learn a list of a few dozen of these Strong Aorists just as folks learning English
need to learn a couple of dozen “irregular” verbs in English.

Changes to the base

Changes caused by adding the o event-aspect marker
It should come as no surprise to you that adding a o aspect marker to a verb base results in some
complications of spelling and pronunciation—just as it does when it is added to noun bases as a
nominative singular case ending.
The fusion of event marker and base (including any pronunciation changes that occurr) is called
the aorist (or event) stem of that verb. I'll show you that stem in a distinctive blue.

Bases ending in dentals (8, 7, ). The dental disappears before c—just as it does in nominative
singular nouns whose bases end in dentals (e.g., maid/¢ = maic).

vouid/o/ becomes vopio/
étolpad/o/ becomes étolpac/
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Bases ending in palatals (x, y, y) and labials (m, f, ¢). The combinations are spelled £ and y—
just as they are in nominative singular nouns whose bases end in palatals (e.g., KOAk/¢ = kOAE)
and labials kOxAomn/g = KOKAWY.

@vdax/o/ becomes @uAag/

PBAaf/o/ becomes PAavy/

Contract verbs: Bases ending in «, &, or o. These are the verbs whose presents contract in Attic.
In the weak aorist, when the o event marker is added, the final vowel of their bases almost always
lengthens to avoid sigma between short vowels (and the subsequent tendency to loss of intervocalic
sigma). A few verbs (for reasons I don’t understand) don't exhibit lengthening; nor do they lose
intervocalic sigma even when it occurs between short vowels.

Tipa/o/ becomes Tiuno/.

@tAe/o/ becomes @iAno/.

&&10/0/ becomes d&1wo/.

But, kwde/o/ remains unlengthened: kaleo/.

Bases ending in liquids—u, A, v, p. In studying nouns you learned that Greek strongly avoids the
combinations vo and po. Greek exhibits a similar aversion to po and Ao. When a verb base ends
in one of the four liquids, and the event marker o should be added, the result is the same as in
nominative singular nouns: The o does not stick and the final vowel of the base lengthens.

a lengthens to 1.

¢ lengthens to et rather than to n as it does in nouns (e.g., Ay (Atp€v/c).

tand v lengthen to long 1 and v. These lengthenings do not change the spelling.
So,

pev/a/ becomes pewv/.

onuav/o/ becomes onunv/.

kpwv/o/ becomes kpuv/.

For some bases ending in liquids, a vowel pad is added to the base to allow a o marker that does
not conflict with the liquid of the base. This final vowel lengthens in most (but not all) verbs.

op/ becomes op(0)/, which allows the weak aorist (event) stem épwo/ [6p(0)/o/].

Povd/ becomes fovA(e)/. Weak aorist (event) stem: fovAno/ [fovA(g)/o/].

0/ becomes 01 (¢)/, which allows weak aorist (event) stem o1e/o/ (unlengthened vowel pad).
You cannot predict that a base will use a vowel pad, but you will find it useful to recognize a vowel
pad when you see one. (You'll recognize it by knowing some other tense of the verb and realizing
that the base in that other tense doesn’t have the pad.)

Changes caused by adding the ¢ event-aspect marker.

None, of course.
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Personal endings

You will need to learn two sets of active and middle personal endings: one for those verbs whose
event marker is 0, and one for those whose event marker is o.

Personal endings for Weak Aorists

Active Singular | Active Plural Middle Singular Middle Plural
-person émavoa émavoapev EMAVOApNY é¢navodaueda
P ¢/mav/o/a ¢/mav/o/apev ¢/mav/o/aunv ¢/mav/ol/apeda
. ., M o00 L,
o fravoag ¢nadoate , ¢navoaode
2"-person | , ¢/mav/o/ao [aoo] ,
¢/mav/olag ¢/mav/o/ate L, —— ¢/mav/olacBe
—_ —_— Attic: ¢/mav/o/w —
o fnavoe(v) {mavoav ¢mavoate ¢nadoavTo
3"-person . , . ,
¢/mav/ole ¢/mav/o/av ¢/mav/o/ate ¢/mav/o/avto

Your lexicon will indicate that a given verbs aorists take the o event-aspect marker (i.e., that it
is a “weak aorist”) by giving the 1%-singular form of the aorist, which will end in o (adpnv for
deponents). Be sure to notice that all personal ending (except the 3™-singular active) begin with
the distinctive weak aorist vowel a.

Personal endings for normal Strong Aorists

Active Singular| Active Plural Middle Singular Middle Plural
-person £palov ¢PaAopev ¢Parounv ¢Paroueda
P ¢/pariolov | ¢/falle/opev ¢/far/o/ounv ¢/Bal/o/dueda
Y . ¢PdaAeo .
Aeg ¢Pdalete \ ¢Paecbe
2-person | épa , ¢/Parlo/eo [eoo] ,
¢/Palloleg ¢/Pallolete Attic ¢/BaNfoloy ¢/Pal/o/eobe
3 person £Pale(v) £palov ¢PdaAeto ¢parovto
P ¢/pariols | &élBad/elov ¢/atlo/eTo ¢/BariolovTo

Notice: the 1¥-singular and 3™-plural forms are identical in the active.

Your lexicon will indicate that a given verb’s aorists take the ¢ event-aspect marker (i.e., thatitisa

“strong aorist”) by giving the 1*-singular form of the aorist, which will normally end in ov (6pnv
for deponents).
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Athematic strong aorists. A few verbs have strong aorist forms that vary from the normal pattern
in the following ways:

o they lack the initial vowel (theme vowel) of the personal ending; and,
» they use the 3*-plural ending /oav.

Lexica identify athematic strong aorists by showing their 1%-singular forms, which obviously do not
contain the theme vowel 0. You can project the other five forms from that 1%-singular, as follows:

EPnv (¢/Balalv), EPng, EPn; EBnpev, EPnte, EPnoav.
gotnv (¢/0Ta/0/v), Eotng, Eotn; Eotney, EotnTe, E0TNOAY.
Eyvwv (¢/yvolaly), Eyvag, Eyvw; Eyvopey, EyvoTe, Eyvooay.

Kappa aorists. Two verbs you have learned (8{8wut [§o/] and tiOnu [f¢/]) and one that you will
learn later (inut [ye/]) use the event aspect marker « and the singular endings of the weak aorist
in the active singular forms of the indicative. In all other forms (plural active; singular and plural
middle; and all non-indicative forms), they use the athematic endings of the strong aorist.

Kappa Aorist Active
Singular Plural
I*-person ¢dwka (¢/d0/x/a) €dopev (¢/d0/0/pev)
2"d-person gdwkag (¢/60/x/ag) ¢dote (¢/00/0/1¢)
37-person Edwxke (¢/d0/x/e) £dooav (¢/60/0/0av)
Kappa Aorist Middle
Singular Plural
1*-person ¢dounv (¢/do/o/pnv) ¢d6peba (¢/60/0/pcba)
nd_ ¢€/800 (¢/60/0/00) y ,
2nd-person Attic: £500 £d00be (¢/00/0/0b¢)
3"-person ¢doto (¢/d0/0/10) ¢dovto (¢/80/0/vT0)
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Now what?

In this exercise you will analyze the aorist forms of the same verbs whose presents you analyzed in the
previous chapter. As you analyze each aorist into its four components, be aware of several things.

o A few verbs obviously make their aorist forms from a completely different base than they use
for their present. See Defective Verbs and Suppletive Systems below.

In most cases, though, the aorist is built from exactly the same base as the present. Make sure
that you can explain any changes to the base that occur when the past time marker and event
aspect marker are added to the base.

 Dictionaries identify verbs that take direct objects with v.t., the Latin abbreviation that means
transitive verb, and those that do not take direct objects with v.i. (intransitive verb). A few
verbs take a weak aorist form for a transitive meaning and a strong aorist form for a transitive
meaning. You will see a couple verbs of this sort in the chart.

« Make sure that you can identify whether a given verb forms its aorists as Weak Aorists or
Strong Aorists. You will see that Greeks formed a few verbs both ways.

« Be sure to notice that when a verb's event marker is o (i.e., it is a strong aorist), its process
marker is never o. Le., the present stem (base + process marker) is always different from the
strong aorist stem (base + event marker). (This is a very small lie.)

« The chart gives the 1¥-singular form—active unless the verb is deponent in the aorist. Make
sure you know how to conjugate each verb in all the other persons.

Defective Verbs and Suppletive Systems. You will discover a few verbs in which the present and
aorist forms are obviously constructed from entirely different bases. What’s going on with those
verbs?

A few Greek verbs lack forms in certain tenses. The verb @épw, (I carry), for example, does not
have an aorist form. Greek cannot say I carried using a form of gep/ because no aorist of @ep/
exists: épw is defective in the aorist.

That may strike you as odd because it is rare in English. Think, though, of the word can in
English as in the sentence I can read Greek. If you want to say that same thing of the future, you
won't be able to use the verb can, will you? You won't be able to say, I shall can read Greek. Instead,
you have to use the future of a synonym of can. I shall be able to read Greek, you'll say.

In that same way Greek supplies the aorist sense of @ep/ by using the aorist of an entirely
different base that means carry: évex/ (which some Greeks pronounced and spelled éveix/ or even
éveryk/). When two or more different bases are used to supply one another’s defects, we call them
a suppletive system. You will recognize suppletive systems in lexical entries or principal parts lists
because their various forms have obviously been constructed from entirely different bases.
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Base Present Aorist Analysis Meaning
v/ Tadw gnavoa stop
Av/ Mw &\voa loosen
kata/Av/ KAToaAV W Katélvoa release
KwAv/ KwAOW ékwAvoa prevent
kelev/ KeAedw ékéevoa bid, command
na1dev/ noudedw énaidevoa educate
Ak (v)/ EAKw gE\kvoa drag
nopev/ mopevopat | Emopevoduny travel, fare
&xof/ arxovw fjkovoa hear
note/ ToLEW ¢noinoa make, do
aite/ aitéw fitnoa ZSk (a favor),

emand

g/{I;S/ aipéw cDov pick up, pick
pile/ QAéw gpilnoa love
{nre/ ntéw ¢lfmoa seek
&mope/ amopéw nropnoa be at a loss
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Base Present Aorist Analysis Meaning
dva/ywpe/ dvaywpéw dvexwpnoa withdraw, leave
é&/mye/ gEnyéopat ggnynoaunv explain
pofe/ poPéw ¢popnoa terrify
dwa/voe/ Stavoéopar | Sievonodauny contemplate
Tede/ TeMéw ¢téleoa complete
Kale/ KaAéw ¢kdheoa call
ém/xale/ gmkoAéw énekdleoa call upon
nAe/ AN L gmAnoa fill
Os/ TIONe €0nka put
Tipx/ THdw étipnoa honor
Fepwta/ EPWTAW npwTnoa ask (a question)
Poa/ Bodw ¢Bonoa shout
olwna/ OlwTAW golwmmoa be silent
ToApa/ ToApdw ¢TOANUoQ dare
xpo/ xpdopat gxpnoaunv use
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Base Present Aorist Analysis Meaning
Kt/ KTAopaL éktnodunv obtain
pnxava/ pnyavdopat | éunxavnodunv contrive
Svva/ Sovapat ¢dvvnoaunv be able
yeda/ yeAdw éyéhaoa laugh
7 Sphw édpaoca do, act, perform
ogfa/ £4w glaoa allow
éla/ E\advw filaoca drive
opa/, F18/ opdw eldov see
Kpepa/ Kpepdvvoul | ékpépaoa hang
Kepo/ Kepdvvout éxépaoa mix
npa/ mlpmpn énpnoa burn
ota/ fotnu zg:ggo(‘v(r)t ) stand

, . . remind;
puve/ HHVOKW guvnoaunv (Mid: remember)
dnro/ dnhow edn\woa reveal
do/ Sidwut €dwka give
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Base Present Aorist Analysis Meaning
Tpo/ TITPOOKW Etpwoa wound
yvo/ YLy VOOK® Eyvav know
AA Siddokw teach
dda(o)x/ ¢8idaka eac
it/ mivw gmov drink
¢0a/ pOavw €pBaoa beat
(+ participle)
Swx/ Sivkw &diwEa pursue, prosecute
Aey/ Meyo SZ\ eba speak rationally
Fen/ einov
oey/ Exw goxov hold, have
apy/ dpxo fipka lead
PX PX L (Mid.: begin)
dey/ déxopat ¢degauny receive
ay/ dyw fyayov lead, act
pny/ PIYVULL €ppnéa break
deix/ Selkvopu €deika show
&v(a)/ory/ dvoiyvupu avéwta open
pry/ piyvopt Euka mix
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Base Present Aorist Analysis Meaning
npny/ TP1O0W, y .
Attic: mpacy/ | TpATTW énpnia do, practice
éx/mAny/ ¢KTANOoOW émhnka amaze
Attic: EKTIATTW "

KT]PU}’/ Kl’]pll)()'O'(J.) ., .
Attic: KNPUTTW exfipuEa proclaim
neun/ TEUTW Emepya send
Tpam/ TpénW STpEVa, turn
Etpamnov
Mt/ Aeinw E\mov leave
ypap/ Ypaow Eypaya draw, write
Opeg/ PéPw €0peya nurture
Brap/ PAamTW EBaya harm
Oag/ Odantw €0aya bury
Kom/ KOTITW gkoya cut, hack
kAem/ KAETTW Exheya steal
pir/ pintw Epprya throw
oxemn/ okéntopal | éoKeyauny look at, investigate
Aap/ AapPavew é\apov take
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Base Present Aorist Analysis Meaning
At/ AavBavw gE\abov escape notice +
participle)

pab/ HavOavw €uadov learn

, ” happen (to x) (+
Tvy/ TUYXAVW €uadov participle)
Aay/ Aayyxévo E\ayov obtain by lot
mo/ neifw eTEod persuade

gmbov

epx/, éA(v)0/ | Epxopan nA(v)Bov come
voud/ vouilw gvopuoa consider, reckon
Kot/ Kopilw EKOLOQ convey
Améd/ gAmiw fAmoa hope
Owpad/ Bwpdlw ¢0wpaoa

. ) marvel
Attic: Qocvpad/ | Bavpalw ¢0avpaca
xodad/ KoA&w ¢kONaoa punish
atipad/ dripalw fripnoa dishonor
Fepyad/ ¢pydlopat elpyacdunv work
Prad/ Bralw ¢Biaca treat violently
Tep/, Tap/ TEUVW Etapov cut
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Base Present Aorist Analysis Meaning
Kkpw/ Kpivw gkpva judge
onpav/ onuaivw éonunva signify
otpuay/ mopaivw émolpnva herd, shepherd
av/ atvw Epnva shine
¢ ¢ N (Mid.: appear)
N/ TEUVW éteva stetch
&mo/kTN/ ATOKTEIVW AMEKTEVA kill
yev/ yiyvopaut £yevounv become, happen
PBovr/ BovAopat ¢BovAnoaunv want, decide
oted/ oTéMNW €oTel\a send, dispatch
ayyel/ ayyéAw fyyetha announce
opal/ OPaAw g€opnia cause to slip
Bar/ BéAw €Balov throw
oA/ S c,07\$’:0a (V.t.? desttroy
OAOUNV (v.i.) perish
¢Oep/ @Beipw EpOetpa corrupt, ruin
éyep/ éyelpw fyepa raise
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Base Present Aorist Analysis Meaning
evp/ gbpiokw evbpov find
pep/, Qépw five(1)(y)ka carr
éve(1)(y)x/ five(1)(y)kov Y

o Do Iknow what the aorist indicative (active and middle) means—particularly with reference

Am I ready to proceed?

to time and aspect? Do I know the options for translating it?

o Do Iknow the past time marker, the augment, in all its permutations?

« Do Iknow the event aspect markers for weak aorists and strong aorists, and am I familiar with
the two slightly odd strong aorist categories known as kappa aorists and athematic strong

aorists?

« Do Iknow the changes to the base that occur when the event aspect markers are added?

« Have I memorized the active and middle personal endings for both strong aorist and weak

aorist forms?

« HaveIanalyzed all the words in the morphology exercise? Have I asked for clarification of any

items that I didn't fully understand?

When you can check off all the above, you're ready to proceed to the next chapter.
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