Chapter Twelve

Present Indicative Verbs: present / @

The present indicative reports (or asks about) an action (specified by the base of the verb) in present
time and urges the listener to envision that action as a process. The personal ending specifies the
person and number of the subject. The speaker will have chosen either active or middle personal
endings to communicate active (“performing”) or middle (“experiencing”) nuances. In our
iconographic shorthand, the present tense is comprised of the following four elements:

present / base / @ / personal ending

Translation:
The process suggested by the process-marker may be

« contemporary process. “He is running <right now>”
« habitual or customary process. “He runs every morning.”
« beginning of a process. “Watch out! The dam is breaking” (“The dam is starting to break””)

You will translate virtually every present indicative you encounter as either a contemporary
process or a habitual/customary process. Present tense verbs that emphasize the beginning of a
process are rare.

Time Marker: ¢

In Greek verbs present is the default time. That is, verbs are assumed to be in present time unless
a past or future marker is added. In this text we will identify this default present time marker as o
(nothing). In subsequent chapters you will learn the specific markers that are added to mark past
and future time. For now, you should train yourself to expect some time marker in every indicative
verb. Remember: In indicative verbs the absence of a specific time marker (o) implies present time.
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b 1

£ Aspect Marker and Base

For the present tense, these two topics need to be discussed together. Over a period of many
centuries and in many different isolated localities, Greeks added several different sounds to
the verb bases to indicate process aspect. Some of these sounds, process markers, were simply
attached to the base without changing it. Others were eventually blended with the base, obscuring
the original base. Make sure you learn not only the process aspect markers, but also the changes
they effect in the bases they are attached to.

The fusion of process marker and base (including any pronunciation changes that may have
occurred) is called the present (or process) stem. I'll show you that stem in a distinctive blue.

1. Reduplication in iota.
One very old way of marking process aspect was to preface the base with a stutter syllable beginning
with the first consonant of the base and containing the vowel iota. So, for example,

« The base do/ is prefaced with 8t/, producing the process stem 8180/

o Similarly, ota/ becomes oi/a7a/. The initial o is softened to °, as often happens with initial o
in Greek. Hence, lotnu [o/0 VoTa/u1] (iota/).

o And, 0¢/ becomes 01/0¢/. Hence, tiOnpt [0/071/0¢/p1] (110¢/). Grassman’s Law (Remember the
declension of Bpik?) requires the de-aspiration of the initial 8 in the original 8iBnu.

You have already encountered the present tense forms of 8iSw, TiOn, and {otnut. Now you see
that in each of these verbs the initial syllable advises us to view the action as a process.

Practice hearing all the parts of these verbs:
)
o 8186a0wv [0/81/80/No1(v)] = present / & / give / they <active>. Envision the notion give/
they as a process in present time: “They are giving”; “they <often> give”; etc.
D]
Bl / stand / y’all <middle>

o lotaobe [o/0 /oTa/oB¢e] = present /

« 0ot (110e/) [0/07/0e/01] = present / &l / put [ he <active>

o yiyvopat [o/yi/yev/opat] = present / &8 / become / I <middle>. The ¢ of the base disappears.
Linguistic shorthand is that the e-grade base became zero-grade.

o mintw [o/ni/met/w] = present / B8 / fall / 1 <active>. Here again the e of the base disappears:
The base shifts from e-grade to zero-grade.
Whenever you encounter a reduplication in iota at the beginning of a verb base, you are looking
at a verb in process aspect. When you encounter these same verbs in event or resultant-state aspect,
they will not contain a reduplication in iota.
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2. The y sound.
Another mechanism for marking process aspect was to add the sound y to the end of the base.

Since Greek in the historical period did not invent a letter to represent the sound y, it is clear that
y had not survived as a discreet sound, but had been swallowed up into the base in various ways.
The many changes of pronunciation that the sound y occasioned are present in several different
written patterns.
Y added to bases ending in T, §, and 0 > (.

Greek contains many present tense verbs that end in -4lw or -i{w. In all present tense verbs of this
sort, the { represents what was originally two separate sounds: The first was the final sound of the
base (usually 7, d, or 0); the second was y—the process aspect marker. So, for example,

] / I <active>
ml_

Kopilw [o/kouid/y/w]. Le., present / convey /

dtalw [o/dripadly/w]. Le., present / dishonor / 158 d/ I <active>

Whenever you encounter a verb whose base appears to end in {, you are looking at a process
aspect marker added to the final consonant of the base. When verbs of this sort take event or
resultant-state aspect, they do not add y to the base. Consequently, they do not contain (.

Y added to bases ending in k, y, and x > oo (Tt in Attic).
Similarly, the sound represented by oo (7 in Attic) at the end of a verb base is actually a fusion of

a final consonant of the base («, y, or y) + the process marker y. So, for example,
fr

npioow (lonic) [o/mpnyly/w]. Le., present / do / B i /1 <active>

npattw (Attic) [o/npayly/w]. Le., present / do / B8/ | <active>

Whenever you encounter a verb whose base appears to end in 6o (171), you are looking at a process
aspect marker combined with the final palatal of the base. When these verbs occur in event or
resultant-state aspect, they do not add y to the base. Consequently, they do not contain oo (17).

Y added to bases ending in v or p.
When the process marker y was added to bases ending in v or p, the vowel before the v or p came

to be heard as an iota diphthong. That is what has produced these present tense forms:

65 / 1 <middle>

@aivopal [o/pav/y/opal]. Le., present / reveal /

@Oeipw [0/@bep/y/w]. Le., present / destroy / el I <active>

Whenever you encounter verbs whose lexical forms end in -eiv/w, aiv/w, eip/w, or aip/w, realize
that the t represents the y marker, which will not occur in event or resultant-state forms of the
verb.
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Y added to bases ending in A.

When the process marker y was added to bases ending in A, the resulting sound came to be spelled A\.
e
B/ 1 <active>

BaAw [o/Badly/w]. Le., present / throw /

ayyé\\o [o/dyyedly/w]. Le., present / announce / S8/ 1 <active>

3. Nasal Infix (the n sound).
The n-sound in various permutations was often used as a process marker. Sometimes a simple v
was added. Sometimes it included one of several vowels. Sometimes two n sounds were inserted.

Simple v added to the base.

F /1 <active>

@Oavw [o/9ba/v/w]. Le., present/beat, anticipate/

As always: When you encounter forms of this verb in event or resultant-state aspect, they will not
contain the process aspect marker v.

The syllable av/, vv/ or ve/ added to the base.
s

aicOdvopat [o/aiol/av/opal]. Le., present/perceive/ e /1 <mid.>
dowvéopal [o/dg/ix/ve/opal]. Le., present/arrive/ £ /1 <middle>

£ /1 <active>

é\avvw [o/éAa/vv/w]. Le., present/drive/
Remember: None of these process markers will appear in any verb form that is not process aspect.

The syllable vv/ added to the base.
Athematic presents are particularly prone to use this process marker.

deixvop [o/deik/vo/pi]. Le., present / show / B&ll/1

OAAv [0/6A/vo/p]. Le., present / destroy / E /1 <active>. (Av always becomes AA.)

Double v (double nasal infix).
Some verbs take two n-sounds as their process marker. In some words both n-sounds are attached

to the end of the base. In some, one is attached to the end while the other is inserted into the
middle of the base.
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navlavo [0 /pavl/av/w]. Le., present/learn | B

Toyxdvo [o/Tvvy/av/w]. Le., present/happen /

4. The process marker 7.
Some verbs add 7 to the base.

PAamtw [o/BAap/t/w]. Le., present / harm / £
kAémtw [o/kAem/t/w]. Le., present / steal /

okéntopat [o/oxem/t/opal]. Le., present / examine / £

5. E-Grade: Change of vowel grade to &.
A few verbs indicate process aspect by inserting € into the base. In a few verbs of this sort, a of the
base is replaced by ¢ to indicate process aspect.

Aginw [o/Aeim/w]. Le., present / leave | -

gxw [o/0 ‘exy/w]. Le., present / have / = /1 <active>. (The base is oy/. The initial o of the present
oéxw changes to a rough breathing, as is common in Greek verbs. Then the rough breathing is
de-aspirated per Grassman's Law. The same pattern is apparent in {otnut.)

£ /1 <active>

tpénw [o/tpan/w]. Le., present / turn /

6. The process marker / (1)ok/.

This marker (also used in Latin) leaves some traces in English vocabulary, where it also indicates
process: obsolescent, adolescent, senescent. All these adjectives with the /sc/ marker indicate
process: becoming obsolete; becoming adult; becoming senile.

evpiokw [o/edp/iox/w]. Le., present / find /

naoxw [o/mN“0/ok/w]. Le., present / experience /
0 has migrated to the k, producing ¥.)

anoBviioxw [o/dmo/Oav™ /iok/w]. Le., present / die / £ /1 <active> (The base fav/ somehow
came to be turned inside-out to Ova/. The a then lengthened, and the t of 1.0k was subscripted.)
Notice that the final vowel of the base lengthens before the ok marker. That is worth noting
because when you encounter these verbs in aspects other than the process aspect, they may
contain the original un-lengthened vowel.
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7. Double process markers.

Several verbs exhibit combinations of the process markers we have already discussed.

Reduplication in iota & (1)ok/.

nipmAnw (mupme/) [o/m/v/mde/y]. Le., present/fill/ /1 <active>. (The combination vr
always becomes pm. The final vowel of the base lengthens.)

nipnpnut (munpa/) [o/m/v/mpe/u]. Le., present/burn/ B8 /1 <active>. The combination vit
always becomes pm. The final vowel of the base lengthens.)

vgroxvéopat [o/dm(0)/c"Voy/velopal]. Le., present/promise/ 88 /T <middle>

E-Grade & nasal infix
s

Tépve [o/Tap/v/w]. Le., present / cut / B8
disappears.)

/T <active>. (When vowel gradation to € occurs, a

8. No process marker (o).
Many—perhaps most—Greek verbs take no process marker. For these verbs process aspect is the
default aspect just as present time is the default time. So, for these verbs the absence of a marker
for event or resultant-state aspect implies process aspect.

A verb that has no time marker (o), none of the process markers listed above (2), and personal
endings of the w / opat or pt / pau sort listed in the section that follow (“Personal Endings”), will
be a present tense verb of this sort.

Kaléw [o/kale/o/w]. Le., present / call /
Tdow [o/Tipal/o/w]. Le., present / honor /
Aéyw [o/Aeylo/w]. Le., present / speak /

ebxopat [o/edy/o/opal]. Le., present / pray o] 1 <middle>

onui (pa/) [o/@alo/w]. Le., present / say / /1 <active>



You learned these personal endings in Part One (Chapters 6 and 8). I include them below for
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Personal Endings

purposes of reference.

Indicative Verbs: Athematic Active

Singular Plural
1 | lomw (o/o"/oTa/uL) iotapev (o/0"t/oTa/uev)
2" | fotng (e/o " oTalg) iotate (o/0"/ota/te)
3¢ | tomou(v) (e/o"/ota/oL) iotdaoi(v) (o/c ora/NoL)
Indicative Verbs: Athematic Middle
Singular Plural
1% ioTapal (o/0 oTa/pal) iotapeda (o/0 Vora/peda)
2" | {otaoat (o/0 /oTa/oal) iotaobe (0/0"'/oTa/o0¢)
3¢ | lotatai (o/0 VoTa/Tal) lotavtal (o/0 Vota/vTat)
Indicative Verbs: Thematic Active
Singular Plural
I | Aodw [9/Aov/o/w] Aovopev [o/Aov/o/opeV]
2" | Noveig [o/dov/a/eig] Aovete [o/dov/o/eTe]
3¢ | Novet [o/dov/o/el] Aovovoi(v) [a/Aov/a/oNo°*1]
Indicative Verbs: Thematic Middle
Singular Plural
I | Aovopat [o/Aov/e/opal] Aovopeba [o/dov/o/opeba]
ond Aoveat (Attic: Aovy or Aover) Noveode [0/Aov/o/c00¢]
[@/Aov/o/coal] —_—
3¢ | Aovetal [o/lov/e/eTal] Aovovtal [o/lov/e/ovTat]
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What now?

At this stage of your knowledge you cannot expect to anticipate exactly what process marker a
given verb base will take—just as you cannot anticipate whether it will take thematic or athematic
endings. Even after you know Greek much better, some verb forms will surprise you. Languages
have been subject to too many dialectical influences and too much idiosyncratic whimsy to be
entirely predictable. Ultimately, you have to rely on lexica (dictionaries) and grammar books to
provide the authoritative forms of any given verb.

I hear that that is the case with cars as well. If you want to know the exact form that a given
2006 Honda Civic takes, you have to check its serial number against some data bank to find which
options it has. It may have a 4-cylinder or a 6-cylinder engine. Its radio may or may not include
a CD player. It may have an automatic or a standard transmission. But if you actually look at
that specific car, you can see what’s there. You know it’s got an engine: Count the spark plugs to
figure out how many cylinders it has. If it has a clutch pedal, it has a standard transmission. Your
grandmother may ask, “What’s that thing in the dash?” A moment’s contemplation will allow you
to say, “It’s a CD player” even if it looks different from any CD player you've ever seen.

So also with indicative verbs. They've all got four components. Sometimes those components
involve options, but once you learn what the options are and what they look like, you’ll be able to
tell your grandmother or yourself just what options this particular verb form is equipped with.
Once in a while you’ll encounter a feature that baffles you, and you’ll need to ask someone with
more experience what that weird feature is. The simple fact, though, is that every Greek verb form
comes equipped with 4 features: time, aspect, meaning (base), and personal ending. Once you
identify those four features, you will be able to understand what the verb form means.

The exercise below gives you the bases and present tense forms of over 100 common verbs.
Your task is to learn to automatically recognize the features of present tense verbs by studying
each of these. It's rather like turning a five-year-old loose on a car lot and telling her to identify
the features of 100 cars. “This one has 8 cylinders,” you teach her after showing her how to check
under the hood. “This one has electric windows. You can tell because it has buttons instead of
cranks.” “Station wagons never have convertible tops” By the time she has inventoried 100 cars,
she’ll be able to recognize the features with little thought. So also, you will learn to recognize the
four features of present tense verbs by doing it over and over again.

« You know that none of them has a time marker because they are all present time verbs.

+ You know that all of them will have personal endings either in w, opai, or i, pat because those
are the only options for 1%-person singulars in the present tense.

o The real challenge is distinguishing the base from the process aspect marker. At first this task
may seem daunting. But since the base is given to you, half the job is done. Carefully consult
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the options detailed in this chapter, and you’ll pretty quickly learn to spot the process marker.
You may wonder why this analysis is necessary. The answer is that in the coming chapters you
are going to learn six more tenses, only one of which presents the action in process aspect.
Consequently most of the forms you will learn will not contain process markers. Consider the
verb Sidwpt (o/61/do/u), for example.

o Any form of this verb that does not stipulate process aspect will not include the marker 8t In
fact, the only part that non-process forms have in common with process forms is the base do/.

o If you learn 8iSwpt only as §idwpt, you won't recognize the non-process forms built around
0o/ as forms of give. But once you have trained yourself to see do/ as the core of §idw, you will
have little trouble recognizing it in the many forms that lack dv/.
Just as in Part One you learned to analyze every noun form you encountered with the particular
goal of isolating the noun base, so in Part Two you will learn to analyze every verb you encounter—
with the particular goal of isolating the verb base.

Summary and Review:
Before you move on to the exercise section, go back to the previous material and make a list of the
process markers you can expect to find in the present tense. Keep that list handy until you don’t
need it any more.

Next, master the analysis of the following 15 present tense paradigms, whose patterns you will
encounter in hundreds of present tense verbs.

If you see this pattern, t}rfailizlcrizs and the base is
Sidwpu certainly Ot (reduplication in iota) do/
yiyvopa certainly Yt (reduplication in iota) y(e)v/
vopilw certainly y vourd/
gtopdlw certainly y ETouad/
QUAGooW (PUNATTW) certainly y pviak/
onuaivw, AToKTEVW certainly y onuav/, &mo/xktev/
¢yelpw, peyaipw certainly y éyep/, peyap/
oTéN\w certainly y otel/
¢Bivw probably v @01/
pryvup certainly VU pny/
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If you see this pattern, t};falsli:izs and the base is
KPELAVVLLLL certainly A%y Kpepa/
AavOavw certainly V.. av Aal/
KOTLTW probably T Kom/
@aokw certainly oK oo/
BiPpwokw certainly pL...ox Bpo/

(reduplication in iota and ox)

Any other pattern:
[x/w; x/opat, x/pu, x/pai] probably 0 [xI/

Practice.

Okay. Get to work on the exercise below. In the “Analysis” column accurately identify the four
components of each present tense verb and make sure you understand what each one means.
Remember: The time marker for all present tense verbs is ¢; the base in the analysis is (and must
be) identical to that in the “Base” column; and the 1*-singular personal ending is obvious in the
present form. So, your task is to accurately identify the process marker.

Base Present Analysis Meaning
noav/ TV w stop
Av/ AMw loosen
Katadv/ KaTaAdw release
KwAD KOAVW prevent
Kelev/ KeAeVLW bid, command
noadev/ noudedw educate
mopev/ mopevoal travel, fare
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dxov/ axovw hear
mote/ TOLEW make, do
aite/ aitéw 321:rl(2rlfgvor)’
aipe/ aipéw pick up, pick
oide/ QW love
{nre/ Ntéw seek, look for
amope/ dmopéw be at a loss
ava/ywpe/ dvaxwpéw withdraw, leave
é&/mye/ gEnyéopa explain
pofe/ poPéw terrify
dwa/voe/ Savoéopat contemplate
Tede/ TeEAéw complete
Kale/ KaAéw call
ém/kade/ gmikaléw call upon
mAe/ THUTAN L fill
Os/ TN put
e/ TILAW honor
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épwta/ EpWTAW ask (a question)
Poa/ Bodw shout
owna/ OLWTTAW be silent
ToApa/ TOApdw dare
xpo/ xpdopat use
KTa/ KTdopal obtain
pnxeave/ pnxavdopat contrive
yela/ yehdw laugh
dpa/ Spaw do, act, perform
KeMo/ ¢dw allow
dnho/ SAGw reveal, make
clear
opa/ opdw see
Svva/ Svvapat be able
Kpepa/ KpeUdvvupL hang
Kepa/ KepdvvouL mix
npa/ mipmpnut burn
ota/ fotnut stand
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do/ Sidwp give

pve/ ULUVHOKW remind

Tpo/ TITPWOKW wound

yvo/ YLYVOOK®W know

da/ d18dokw teach

i/ mivw drink

ool | gt i ben
éla/ Elavvew drive
Stwx/ Siokw g ;lcf::lceu e
oeAk/ N drag

Aey/ Aéyw speak rationally
oey/ Exw hold, have
apy/ dpxw lead

dey/ déxopat receive

ay/ dyw lead, act

pny/ priyvout break
detx/ Selicvopt show
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av(a)/ory/ avoiyvout open
wury/ piyvout mix
npny/ ]
Py 7.Tpl‘|00'w do, practice
Attic: Tt_D(Xy/ Attic: TPATTW
, ¢KTA|00W
éx/ 7IM1)// s i , amaze
Attic: EKTIATTW
KNpvoow
Kknpvy/ proclaim
Att: xnpOTTW
nepn/ TEUTIW send
Tpemn/ TPEMW turn
ypagp/ ypdow draw, write
Opeg/ TPEPW nurture
it/ Aeinw leave
Prap/ BAGTTW harm
Oag/ fantw bury
Ko/ KOTITW cut, hack
xAem/ KAEMTW steal
pur/ pinTw throw
/ . look at,
OKET, OKETTOpAL investigate
Aaf/ AapBavo take
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. happen (to
Tvy/ Toyxavew <participle>)
Aal/ AvOEvw escape notice (+
participle.)
pab/ pavOdavw learn
6/ nielBw persuade
voud/ vopilw consider, reckon
KO[U(S/ KO p[Cw convey
EAmd/ EAtiCw hope
Owpad/ Bwpdlw,
h marvel
Attic: Oavpad/ Bavpdlw
KoAad/ KOAG{w punish
&/Tipad/ dﬂpo’th dishonor
Fepyad/ ¢pydlopat work
Prad/ Pralw treat violently
Top/ TEUVW cut
Kpwv/ Kpivw judge
onpav/ onuaivw signify
o/ molpatvew herd, shepherd
, shine
oav/ Qaivw

(Mid.: appear)
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™ Telvw stetch
&mo/kTN / ATOKTEIVW kill
yev/ yiyvopaut become, happen
PBovd/ Bovlopat want, decide
otel/ oTEMNW send, dispatch
(iyy.‘.‘/\/ dyyé)\kw announce
opal/ 0PaA\w cause to slip
Par/ BéAw throw
oL/ OA v destroy
@0Oep/ ¢Oeipw corrupt, ruin
éyep/ ¢yeipw raise
evp/ ebplokw find
pep/ Pépw carry
épx/ Epxopat come
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