Chapter Ten

Vocative Case

I wouldn't be surprised if you are contemplating mutiny. You may think this forced march has
gone on inhumanly long, and your mental blisters may simply hurt too much. Just hang tough a
little longer. This is the last case, and the easiest. Then we’ll devote one chapter to consolidating
your understanding of nouns and adjectives. We're almost there. Reading lies over the next hill.

Vocative case: Concept

The Radical (=root) Sense of the Vocative Case

A vocative ending attached to a noun adds a notion of, “Hey, you.” So, for example,
vavta/<vocative plural> means something like “Hey, sailors!”

(Often, of course, we prefer to omit “hey”: Sailors, cast anchor! works just fine without “hey””)

Vocative case: Principles

Uses of the vocative case

Direct address.

The only use of the vocative case is as direct address—that is, to call to someone. Usually it is
a name or a title: Socrates, Father, Sir, Soldiers. There is, of course, nothing to prevent you from
using more inventive addresses: You lazy fool; All ye stars in the sky. Direct address plays no role
in the main sentence: It isn’t subject, direct object, indirect object, or object of preposition.

Citizens, you must choose wisely.
We need help, King Oedipus.
Come, Bowser!
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Often (though not always), the vocative is accompanied by the particle @, which is something like
a polite version of Hey as in the phrase, Hey, Friend, I am happy to see you. Our ancestors used O
(as in The queen has arrived, O my king), but O sounds awfully archaic even to my aged ears.



Why adjectives take vocative endings

Vocative nominal adjectives (just as any other noun) indicate direct address.

good/<vocative masculine plural> =Hey, good people.
Attributive and predicative adjectives are put into the vocative only to show that they modify
vocative nouns. The case ending has no effect on the translation of the adjective.

good/<vocative masculine plural> vadta/<vocative masculine plural> =Hey, good sailors.

Forming vocatives: Principles

Principle #1: Vocative Singulars
o 2"-declension non-neuters take the vocative singular ending e.
« For all other nouns and adjectives vocative singulars are identical either to the nominative
singular or to the base.

Principle #2: Vocative Plurals
Vocative plurals are always identical in form to nominative plurals.

Context will make obvious whether an ambiguous form is nominative or vocative.

Forming vocatives: Details

Vocative Singulars
1¢-declension feminine nouns: Rows 1-3
The vocative is the same as the nominative: & ABfjvn (ABfva/e) = “Hey, Athena’; ® Moboa
(Movod/e) = “Hey, Muse”
1¢-declension masculine nouns: Row 4
The vocative is the unlengthened base: vabta (vavta/e) = “Hey, Sailor”

24_declension non-neuter nouns and adjectives: Rows 5-6
The o of the base is lost and the case ending € is added: 6¢¢ (0e6/€) = “Hey, God.”
21_declension neuter nouns and adjectives: Row 7
The vocative is identical to the nominative: @ npdownov (mpdowmno/v) untpds = “Hey, face of
my mother”—in case you should ever want to say that.

3"-declension non-neuter nouns and adjectives
o Usually the vocative is the same as the nominative: ® kOxAwy (kVkAwn/c) = “Hey, Cyclops”
 In some words the vocative is the same as the base: pfitep (ufjitep/o ) = “Hey, Mom.




Chapter 10. Vocative Case

If the vocative takes the form of the base and the base ends in a dental, the final dental will
(of course) be lost: mai (naid/e ) = “<Hey,> Boy”
You cannot accurately predict whether a specific 3"-declension noun will use its nominative
singular or its base as its vocative. The Greeks themselves were not always certain which of the
two options to use.

3"_declension neuter nouns and adjectives
The vocative is identical to the nominative: ® &otv (dotv/e) = “Hey, city”

Vocative Plurals

All nouns (and adjectives)
The vocative plurals of all nouns and adjectives are identical to their nominative plurals.

Vocative forms of practice nouns

Carefully study the vocative forms of the practice nouns, and review the charts from the previous
four cases to refresh your memory.

115



Greek Before Christmas

Row 1 KePald/ paya/
& A

1*-Declension
Feminine
(Long a bases)

= - W
& i
- f
- -‘Ij.r‘

KePain

= nom. sing. pdxn
= nom. pl. ABfvat ke@alai payat
Row 2 ktBapa/ Bvpa/ aduwcia/

1*-Declension
Feminine
(Long a bases)

adikin

= nom. sing. ktBapn 0vpn
= nom. pl. kiBdapat Bvpat adukiat
Row 3 duaga/ tpamnela/

1*-Declension
Feminine
(Short a bases)

= nom. sing.

Tpamnela

= nom. pl.

Tpamelat
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Row 4

vavta/

Chapter 10. Vocative Case

otpatiwTa/

1%--Declension

veavia/

Masculine
= base vavta oTPATIOTA veavia
= nom. pl. vadral oTpatidTal veaviat
Row 5 Beo/ dvBpwmo/ dovAo/
2"-Declension mﬁ"—’,‘ i
Masculine A

=1

A
L

|

-£ [o/g] avBpwme dodAe
= nom. pl. dvOpwmot dodlot
Row 6 0600/ £¢00d0/
s
4
2"_Declension ‘f'
Feminine |7 7.
L
Y
I :-":-:'i"l]"il i | \
-£ [o/g] O¢eé
= nom. pl. Oeoi
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Greek Before Christmas

Row 7 dwpo/ otadio/ npoéowmo/
'._.'g'.._‘:- Yy
2"-Declension 0 .ﬁ) = ?
) S [N
Neuter L g 4
e ‘i ?__J- i e
- 3 L oz
":H-_\-E_u L - ..'-i-\i'.-.f
o S
= nom. dwpov otddiov npdowmnov
= nom. pl. dopa otddia npéowna
Row 8 Epwt/ naid/ 6pvib/
ah B
37-Declension )
Dentals
(-8/, -1/, -01) :
_ S e,

Non-neuter

-
}

el i

= nom. or base

€pwg [EpwT/g]

nal [raid/o]

Spvt [6pvid/e]

= nom. pl. EpwTeg ntaideg Spvibeg
Row 9 owpat/ ypappat/ dyaipat/
» ’ ’
3"-Declension . ‘b. + E xi';
Dentals ] P Ll
(-pat/) ! ON Wolly
Neuter . ‘rﬂ% ?f 3
k ' l ]f\ |
= nom. odpa ypappa dyaipa
= nom. pl. oopata ypappata ayaipata
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Row 10 KOALK/ opiyy/ Opuyx/
\ J A
3r_Declension f _ "},,: :".J:'.'I'.'ul-' ﬁﬁ -
Palatals : v '-’ ]
(_K/) _Y/) 'X/) A | “.'—r g
f) 4! ,

= nom. sing. KOALE opiyg Opi&
= nom. pl. KOAIKEG opiyyeg TPIXES
Row 11 KOKAwT/ yomn/ xépvip/

2 & @

3rd.Declension
Labials

(-n/, -B/, -9/)

= nom. sing. KOKA @Y yoy Xépviy
= nom. pl. KOKAWTTEG yomeg xépvipeg
Row 12 pntop/ untep/ nop/

D Ve
3'd—De_C;jnSi0n ::Eﬁ I.rﬁ“:\:t‘. &§
5,‘/ | , \ A 1

7 ==
U | ‘_"’mﬂk

s

= base pritop unTep niop

= nom. pl. priTopeg UNTEPES Tpa
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Greek Before Christmas

Row 13

Apév/

3"d-Declension
-v/

= nom. or base Apalov Apév pig
= nom. pl. Apaloveg Apéveg piveg
Row 14 yépovt/ ENépavT/ npénovt/

3rd_Declension
-vt/

base [ovt,avt/e] yépov ENépav pémov
= nom. pl. YépovTeg ENépavTeg TpETOVTA
Row 15 dxpomoAt/ Bdot/

3"d-Declension
-t/

et
K
o ||

= base

dxpomoAt

Baot

=nom. pl.

AxpoTONLES

Baoieg
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Chapter 10. Vocative Case

Row 16 vékv/ méexvd/ dotve/

3rd.Declension

-v/, -v¥/ ] i,
_ L

= base [v/e, -v'/0] vEéKL mé\ekv dotv

= nom. pl. VEKVEG mehékeeg

Row 17 BaotAif/ ViF/

3rd_Declension

Digamma
_F/
= base [-1,0F"/0] vno
= nom. pl. Baothiieg vijeg
Row 18 Zwkpateo/ TpUpeo/
¥y
i._ %
31-Declension
-eo/ N )

0

= base or nom. ZdKpaTES TP PES Eigpog

= nom. pl. ZwkpdTeeg TP PEES Eipea
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Greek Before Christmas

What now?

Don't bother to memorize the vocative case endings—except for the 2"-declension non-neuter
vocative singular ending ¢ (e.g., &vOpwmne). For the rest, know that vocative plurals and nomina-
tive plurals always take the same form and that nominative singulars are usually either identical
to nominative singulars or to the base.

Make sure that you understand what vocative nouns mean. You'll be encountering them in your
readings very soon.
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